
A Common Thread
Guest Curated by Susan O’Malley
March 7 through July 5, 2015
Opening Reception Sunday, March 15, 2015 2-4pm
A Common Thread brings together the artwork of seventeen contemporary 
artists from across the United States who examine and sometimes subvert 
the centuries-old tradition of needlework. Representing a sampling of a 
larger wave of stitching fanatics, the artists in A Common Thread find 
inspiration in the medium’s history, materials, technique, and process to 
create works that are surprising, provocative, and at times, deeply per-
sonal. 

The show includes work from artists Emily Barletta (New York), Gwenn 
Beope (California), Chandra Cerrito (California), Joe Cunningham (Cali-
fornia), Lauren DiCioccio (California), Josh Greene (California), Aubrey 
Longley-Cook (Georgia), Joetta Maue (Massachusetts), Stacey Page 
(Florida), Maggy Rozycki Hiltner (Montana), Jeana Eva Klein (North 
Carolina), Rebecca Ringquist (New York), LJ Roberts (California), Hadar 
Sobol (Texas), Jessica Tang (California), Claudia Tennyson (California) 
and Amanda Valdez (New York).

“Don’t expect to see grandma’s neatly monogrammed handkerchiefs 
in this exhibition,” says guest curator Susan O’Malley, “the artists in 
A Common Thread often bend the rules and expectations of traditional 
needlework to create works that are playful, intimate, and imaginative.” 
Influenced by the interplay between process, technique, and content, as 
well as the slowed-down pace of stitching itself, the artists infuse fresh 
perspectives on the possibilities of using needle and thread. Addressing 
subjects that are personal, political, formal, and conceptual, the artworks 
in the show will include intimate embroideries, large-scale works, sculp-
tures, video, and installation.
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Maggy Rozycki Hiltner Providence, 2012
Cotton and found embroidery  
Hand-stitching and applique
Photo Credit: Gene Rodman

Aubrey Longley-Cook RuPaul Cross Stitch 
Animation, 2013
Digital animation  
Cross stitch animation
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Artist

Kawandi Adventure: Quilts by Margaret Fabrizio
March 7 through July 5, 2015
Inspired by a 2011 exhibition of kawandi at the Museum of the African 
Diaspora in San Francisco, Fabrizio was compelled to learn more about 
the Siddi women of Karnataka, India, who had created the dazzlingly 
colorful quilts (kawandi.) In 2012, the artist spent two weeks in India, 
learning from the Siddi women their kawandi style of hand sewing quilts. 
After returning to her home to San Francisco, Fabrizio created twenty 
kawandi style quilts from scraps and recycled clothing she collected in 

Margaret Fabrizio, Stripes, 2014
Various materials
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Artist
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Kawandi Adventure: Quilts by Margaret Fabrizio continued...
India. She then returned to Karnataka, taking some of her work to show the women at their monthly meeting. 
They were impressed and delighted.  Many of the kawandi on display were created especially for this exhibi-
tion.  

Bedouin Textiles from the Collection of Robert and Joy Totah Hilden
March 7 through July 5, 2015
Bedouin Textiles from the Collection of Robert and Joy Totah Hilden 
looks at the rich woven history of the Arab nomads who have inhabited 
the Arabian Peninsula and elsewhere for millennia. The Bedouin were 
tribally organized, tent dwelling, and herders of sheep, camels, and goats. 
Their life style required textiles such as tents and tent dividers, rugs, 
cushions, storage bags, and camel related textiles like saddlebags and 
camel ornaments. The exhibit includes hand woven textiles as well as 
photographs of the Bedouin and their lifestyle. Hafar Al Batin Tribe, Cushion Cover, 1975

Sheeps wool, black goat hair, white cotton
Warp-faced plain weave with warp substitution
Robert and Joy Totah Hilden Collection

Embellish! Fiber Shots Challenge
March 7 through April 26, 2015
FiberShots Community Challenge is one way to help support the Muse-
um. Artists used their preferred art medium and embellishments to trans-
late their inspiration into a 16” square.  

Sale of FiberShots benefits exhibits and programs at the museum. Mem-
bers will have the first opportunity to purchase these 16” squares on 
March 15, before the exhibition opening reception from 2-4.

Textile Conversations in Glass
May 2 through July 5, 2015
Six accomplished glass artists exhibit work inspired by quilts and textiles 
from the museum’s collection, in conjunction with the 44th Annual Glass 
Art Society conference held June 5-7, 2015 in San Jose. Beyond the com-
mon thread of materiality, the artworks also address issues related to the 
environment and ecology. 

Additional Images 
Available Upon Request

Yvonne Porcella, Textures

Mary White, Wisdom Wall
1992-2012 (series)
Reverse glass painting
Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Artist
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Upcoming Exhibitions
Found/Made, July 11, 2015-October 31, 2015
Guest curated by Roderick Kiracofe
Found/Made explores the relationship between vintage quilts and con-
temporary art. Found represents vintage quilts from collectors such as Joe 
Cunningham and Roderick Kiracofe. Made includes contemporary artists 
who make quilts or make art that have a connection to quilts either directly 
or indirectly.

Roderick Kiracofe, “I wanted to create an exhibition that would offer the 
audience an opportunity to look at quilts they may not be so familiar with 
and to see them presented in some new ways.  Also, to look at quilts and 
other works of art to see how they may relate, converse with, or play off 
of one another.  I hope to attract a new audience who may not be familiar 
with SJMQT and change thinking about what a quilt might be and how it 
might look.”

Upcoming Classes See website for pricing and registration details.
Saturday, March 21 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
$150 Members/$170 Non-Members

Saturday, April 11 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Sunday, April 12 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
$245 Members/$265 Non-Members

Sunday, April 19 from 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
$90 Members/$110 Non-Members

Saturday, April 25 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
$20 Members/$40 Non-Members

Saturday, April 25 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
$25 Members/$45 Non-Members

Sunday, July 19 from 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM
$50 Members/$70 Non-Members

Saturday, August 1 from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
$95 Members/$115 Non-Members

Saturday, August 15 from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
$25 Members/$45 Non-Members

Saturday, August 22 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
$60 Members/$80 Non-Members

Picture This! with Marcia Stein

People, People, People! with Susan Else 
 
 
 
Embroidered Drawing with Rebecca Ringquist

Kids Can Stitch with Katherine Halcrow

Basic Hand Stitching for Adults with Katherine Halcrow

A Hands-on Introduction to DIY Shoe Design with Margot 
Silk Forrest and Destiny Carter from Sassy Feet

Don’t Be a Square with Ben Venom

Children’s Beginner Batik: Tie and Dye with Mathangi  
Sundararajan

Adult Beginner’s Batik with Mathangi Sundararajan

Flag, 1960 – 1990
Origin unknown
Cotton, blends
Machine and hand pieced
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These exhibitions and related programs are supported in part by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation; 
Silicon Valley Creates, in partnership with the County of Santa Clara and California Arts Council; by a 
Cultural Affairs grant from the City of San Jose; and the Santa Clara Valley Quilt Association.

The Museum of Quilts & Textiles was the first museum in the United States dedicated to quilts and textiles as 
an art form. Museum and Museum Store hours are: 12:00pm-5:00pm Wednesday through Friday; 
11:00am-5:00pm Saturday and Sunday; closed Mondays, Tuesdays and major holidays. Admission is $8.00 
general; $6.50 students and seniors; and free to Museum members and children 12 and under. Admission is 
‘pay what you can’ on the first Friday of each month. The Museum of Quilts & Textiles is located at 520 South 
First Street in downtown San Jose. For more information, call 408-971-0323 or visit www.sjquiltmuseum.org.

Sunday, June 14, 2015 An Event with Margaret Fabrizio: My Adventurous Life 2-4pm
Join artist Margaret Fabrizio as she traces her adventures in quilt making,  her discovery of
kawandi, and participate in the unveiling of her most recent work, “In Full Bloom.”  Using her
entertaining self-directed videos of previous quilt unveilings and travel adventures, Margaret
will reveal how a concert harpsichordist became an award winning quilt maker and artist. 
This is one event you won’t want to miss! 

Sunday, August 30, 2015 Fiber Talks: Sherri Lynn Wood - It’s Daintytie! 2-4pm 
Multimedia presentation of my journey, influences, and process as an artist, quilt maker, teacher, blogger, and 
“craft therapist.” With a year’s worth of allowance I bought my first sewing machine when I was 11 years old. 
I’ve been sewing with devotion and attitude ever since! 
 
Sunday, November 1, 2015 Fiber Talks: Flo Wong - Beads, Sequins, and Rice Stacks etc: Portals to Visual 
Storytelling 2-4pm 
Flo Oy Wong, artist, poet, and educator, is a Sunnyvale-based contemporary artist, poet, and educator. A three 
time recipient of the National Endowment Art Awards and a two-time recipient of the Arts Council Silicon 
Valley Artist Fellowship Recipient, Flo began her career at the age of forty. A founding member of the City of 
Sunnyvale’s Art Commission and a former board member of the Arts Council Silicon Valley (now Silicon Val-
ley Creates) Flo collaborates with diverse communities. 

Upcoming Lectures and FiberTalks See website for pricing and registration details.


