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A Common Thread: Stitching and Embroidery 
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A Common Thread brings together the artwork 
of seventeen contemporary artists from across 
the United States who examine and sometimes 
subvert the centuries-old tradition of needlework. 
Representing a sampling of a larger wave of 
stitching fanatics, the artists in A Common Thread 
fi nd inspiration in the medium’s history, materials, 
technique, and process to create works that are 
surprising, provocative, and at times, deeply 
personal. The exhibit runs from March 7 – July 5, 
2015, with an opening reception March 15, 2-4pm.

The show includes work from artists Emily 
Barletta (New York), Gwenn Beope (California), 
Chandra Cerrito (California), Joe Cunningham 
(California), Lauren DiCioccio (California), 
Josh Greene (California), Aubrey Longley-Cook 
(Georgia), Joetta Maue (Massachusetts), Stacey 
Page (Florida), Maggy Rozycki Hiltner (Montana), 
Jeana Eva Klein (North Carolina), Rebecca 
Ringquist (New York), LJ Roberts (California), 
Hadar Sobol (Texas), Jessica Tang (California), 
Claudia Tennyson (California), and Amanda 
Valdez (Brooklyn).
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Adjustment Period by Rebecca Ringquist, 2011 
Embroidery and machine stitching on found fabrics
15”x12”

Exhibitions and related programs are supported in part by the 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation; Silicon Valley Creates, in 
partnership with the County of Santa Clara and California Arts 
Council; by a Cultural Affairs grant from the City of San Jose; and 
the Santa Clara Valley Quilt Association.

http://sjquiltmuseum.org/exhibitions_upcoming.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/calendar_march2015.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/visit.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/give.html
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“Don’t expect to see grandma’s 
neatly monogrammed handker-
chiefs in this exhibition,” said 
guest curator Susan O’Malley. 
“The artists in A Common 
Thread often bend the rules 
and expectations of traditional 
needlework to create works 
that are playful, intimate, and 
imaginative.” 

Infl uenced by the interplay 
between process, technique, and 
content, as well as the slowed-
down pace of stitching itself, the 
artists infuse fresh perspectives 
on the possibilities of using needle 
and thread. 

Addressing subjects that are 
personal, political, formal, and 
conceptual, the artworks in 
the show will include intimate 
embroideries, large-scale works, 
sculptures, video, and installation.

Also opening March 7, Bedouin 
Textiles from the Collection of 
Robert and Joy Totah Hilden will 
be on view in the Kenneth and 
Laura Finlayson Gallery.

Bedouin Textiles looks at the 
rich woven history of the Arab 
nomads who have inhabited the 

Arabian Peninsula 
and elsewhere for 
millennia. The exhibit 
includes hand-woven 
textiles as well as 
photographs of the 
Bedouin and their 
lifestyle.
 
The Bedouin were 
tribally organized, tent 
dwelling, and herders 
of sheep, camels, and 
goats. Their lifestyle 
required textiles 
such as tents and tent 
dividers, rugs, cushions, 
storage bags, and camel-
related textiles like saddlebags 
and camel ornaments.
 
This exhibition presents material 
culture collected from 1982-1994 
by Robert and Joy Hilden who 
lived, taught and researched 
during their decade long life 
in Saudi Arabia. The research 
culminated in the book, "Bedouin 
Weaving of Saudi Arabia" which 
was published in 2010 and is 
available at the Museum store.

Kawandi Adventure: Quilts by 
Margaret Fabrizio opens March 7 
in the Museum Hallway. Inspired 
by a 2011 exhibition of kawandi 
at the Museum of the African 
Diaspora in San Francisco, 
Fabrizio was compelled to learn 
more about the Siddi women of 
Karnataka, India, who had created 
these dazzlingly colorful quilts 
(kawandi.) 

In 2012, the artist spent two 
weeks in India, learning from 
the Siddi women their kawandi 
style of hand sewing quilts. Since 
returning to her home in San 

Francisco, Fabrizio has created 
more than twenty kawandi style 
quilts from scraps and recycled 
clothing she collected in India. 
Many of the kawandi on display 
were created especially for this 
exhibition. 
 

A Common Thread
continued

Chinese Bowl by Jessica Tang
Thread, fabric, wire
4.5” x 4.5” x 2.5”

Everyone Loves Ice Cream, detail, by Gwenn Beope, 2006
Hand embroidery
40” x 17”

Kawandi Adventure

Bedouin Textiles

Kawandi, by Margaret Fabrizio, 2014
Various fabrics
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The San Jose Museum of Quilts 
& Textiles is pleased to announce 
the acquisition of an outstanding 
group of thirteen studio art quilts 
recently donated by Penny Nii 
and Edward Feigenbaum. The 
collection includes quilts made 
between 1992 and 1999 by noted 
quilts artists such as Michael 
James, Judith Larzelere, and 
Libby Lehman. The Bay Area is 
well represented with works by 
Therese May, Joan Schulze, and 
Jonathan Shannon. 

The collection began when Nii 
purchased a quilt by James, 
Bourree, that measured 48 x 48 
inches. A year later Nii took a 
class with Libby Lehman and 
commissioned the artist to make a 
quilt, also 48 x 48 inches. 

Nii explained how her collection 
continued to develop, “Although I 
was not systematic in approaching 
the artists, I was particular about 
whom I chose. Since I imposed 
no constraint on what the artist 
created except for the size, I had 

to like their 
entire portfolio 
of works and 
their creative 
approach. There 
are many more 
quilt artists 
whose works 
I admire, and 
had I continued 
my collecting I 
would have had 
much more to 
share.”

Together, the 
works provide a 
glimpse into the 
late 20th century 
development 
of the art quilt 
movement 
when pioneering 
quilt artists were 
experimenting 
with non-traditional techniques. 
This remarkable group of quilts 
is a signifi cant addition to the 
Museum’s growing collection of 
studio art quilts. 

Collection Expands 

Bourree, by Michael James, 1992
Gift of Penny Nii and Edward Feigenbaum

Yvonne Porcella Gallery
March 7-April 26, 2015

Add to or begin your collection of 
FiberShots – the 16-inch squares 
created by Museum friends 
and supporters for our annual 
fundraising exhibition. Entries 
will be sold using a reverse auction 
with prices beginning at $300. All 
proceeds from the sale will be used 
to support the Museum’s fi ber art 
advocacy efforts. See our website 
for purchase information.

Don’t miss your chance to own the 
Museum store best seller, "Antique 
Ohio Amish Quilts, The Darwin D. 
Bearley Collection."
Retail $50.00; Member price $45.00
Includes all quilts on exhibit and 
many more! 

Store UpdateFiberShots Community 
Challenge: Embellish 
Your World

Found/Made
July 11, 2015 – November 1, 2015

Curated by Roderick Kiracofe, 
Found/Made opens in July. 
Found represents vintage quilts 
from collectors such as Joe 
Cunningham. Made includes 
contemporary artists who make 
quilts or make art that have a 
connection to quilts either directly 
or indirectly.

“I wanted to create an exhibition 
that would offer the audience an 
opportunity to look at quilts they 
may not be so familiar with and to 
see them presented in some new 
ways," said Kiracofe. "Also, to look 
at quilts and other works of art to 
see how they may relate, converse 
with, or play off of one another. I 
also hoped to bring a new audience 
who may not be familiar with 
the Museum, and change some 
thinking about what a quilt might 
be and how it might look.”

Summer Preview



Dear Members, Friends, and 
Supporters,

This is a time of transition for 
the Museum. We say goodbye to 
Christine Jeffers who, as Executive 
Director for more than three 
years, led the Museum through 
an emergency fi nancial appeal to 
balanced budgets, and a review 
and planning process that resulted 
in a strategic plan to guide our 
programming. Beyond raising 
funds for ongoing operations, 
Christine worked with a committee 
of supporters to “Realize the 
Dream” of owning our building 
without debt. We wish Christine 
well in her new endeavors.

We welcome Joan Phillips as 
Interim Executive Director to 
guide the Museum and lead the 
search for a new executive director. 
Since July, Joan has been serving 
as the Director of Operations and 
Resources. Her enthusiasm and 
knowledge of our operations and 
mission will serve her well with 
these new responsibilities.

The “Realize the Dream” 
Campaign, with a goal of $1.4 
million, has come to an end, 

raising just over $800,000, with 
a combination of notes forgiven 
and paid. This Capital Campaign 
was designed to pay back the 
lenders who helped to purchase 
and renovate our building. We 
have moved much closer to owning 
our building free and clear. The 
Museum Board of Directors is now 
obtaining a mortgage to cover the 
balance owed. Many thanks to 
those who contributed.

Led by Sarabelle Hitchner, 
committee members were Evelyn 
McMillian, Mary Gilliland, Connie 
Tiegel, Gloria Debs Kahn, Terumi 
Irizawa, Sandra Duncan, Sylvia 
Carroll, Anneke Dury and myself.

There are many of you who do 
wonderful things to support the 
Museum, including fi nancial 
support, volunteering your 
time and energy, promoting the 
Museum in the community, and 
attending our activities.  

I am grateful for your interest 
and support as we serve the quilt, 
textile, and arts communities with 
wonderful exhibitions, educational 
programs, and preserving great 
examples of textile art in our 
collection. Thank you.

Marie Strait, President
Board of Directors
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President’s Letter
San Jose Museum of
Quilts & Textiles

Hours:

Wed–Fri | Noon – 5 p.m.
Sat–Sun |11 a.m. –  5 p.m.
Open late for South First Fridays 
5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
Admission Fees:

•Free to members & children under 12
•$8.00 Adults 
•$6.50 Seniors & Students with ID
•"Pay what you can" fi rst Friday of
  each month

Museum Board
of Directors
Marie Strait, President
Lynn Koolish, Vice President
Larel Bondi, Secretary
Anneke Dury, Treasurer
Susan Davis
Nancy Franklin
Susan Hartt
Emily Rosenberg
Tom Snell

Museum Staff
Joan L. Phillips
  Interim Executive Director 
Louise Horkey 
  Volunteer, Event and Retail Coordinator 
Nancy Bavor
  Curator of Collections
Debbie Aguirre
  Development and Membership Associate
Jacqueline Lampson
  Marketing Associate  
Gwen Reyes
  Manager, Museum Engagement
Elizabeth Wilson
  Manager, Museum Education

Board President Marie Strait created and 
presented a quilt to Christine Jeffers as a 
thank you for all her accomplishments at 
the Museum.  

The following women together have volunteered more than 1,000 hours of 
their time to Museum in the last year. A big thank you goes out to:

Bobbie Davis 
Karen Friedrichs
Barbara Goetz
Pat Havey 
Joyce Kim 
Betsy Shoup 
Joni Strother
Jaunell Waldo
Martine Yingling

Volunteer Superstars
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At its November 2014 meeting 
the Board approved the Museum’s 
fi rst written Collection Plan. 
Together with an already 
existing Collections Policy, the 
two documents form a cohesive 
acquisitions plan, guiding future 
staff and board members. 

The Museum has a deep 
commitment to the celebration and 
preservation of textile traditions. 
However, based on its limited 
resources, the Museum cannot 
preserve all textile traditions 
and must be selective about its 
permanent collection. While it is 
important to share the wealth and 
diversity of world textiles with 
our constituencies and increase 
understanding and appreciation 
for all fi ber art through our 
programs and exhibitions, 
collecting must of necessity be 
limited.  

To achieve this goal, future 
collecting will focus on the 
following areas: 
• American historic quilts and 

European quilts that relate 
to American quilt making 
traditions

• Innovative contemporary and 
art quilts, with a particular 
emphasis on California makers

• Contemporary wearable art that 
relates to contemporary fi ber art

• Modern and contemporary 
fi ber art, post 1940, especially 
woven textiles, with a particular 
emphasis on California makers

Although world textiles will 
continue to play a role in future 
exhibitions, whether borrowed or 
drawing on objects currently in the 
Museum collection, the Museum 
will suspend collecting them.
 

With a focused collection plan 
and support from the broader 
museum community, it is possible 
to build a noteworthy collection 
unlike any other museum in the 
United States. The San Jose 
Museum of Quilts & Textiles can 
be known internationally not 
only for a representative historic 
quilt collection but also for its 
collection of contemporary quilts 
and textiles, especially works by 
California artists and makers.

Looking toward the Museum’s 
40th anniversary in 2017, we 
will reach out to California fi ber 
artists, quilt makers and collectors 
with a goal of acquiring forty 
important new works for inclusion 
in our 40th anniversary exhibition. 
The recent acquisition of thirteen 
studio art quilts (see article on 
page 3) is a great beginning!

Through March 1, 2015
• Antique Ohio Amish Quilts from 

the Darwin D. Bearley Collection
• Two Color Wonders
• Amish: The Modern Muse

March 7 – July 5, 2015
• A Common Thread: Stitching & 

Embroidery
• Bedouin Textiles from the 

Collection of Joy Totah Hilden
• Intrepid Journey: Quilts by 

Margaret Fabrizio

July 11 – November 1, 2015
• Found/Made

November 6, 2015 – February 28, 
2016
• Earth Stories

Saturday, February 21, 2015 
10am-4pm class
New Designs for Quilters with Joe 
Cunningham

Sunday, March 15, 2015
A Common Thread: Member’s 
Walkthrough, 1-2pm and Opening 
Reception, 2-4pm
RSVP to rsvp@sjquiltmuseum.org

Saturday, March 21, 2015 
10am-4pm class
Picture This! with Marcia Stein

Saturday April 11, 2015 9am-4pm
Sunday, April 12, 2015 9am-4pm
People, People, People! class with 
Susan Else

Sunday, April 19th, 2015 
12-3pm class
Embroidered Drawing with 
Rebecca Ringquist

Sunday, July 18th, 2015
Shoe Painting class with Margot 
Silk Forrest from Sassy Feet

Sunday, July 26, 2015
Found/Made: Member’s 
Walkthrough, 1-2pm and Opening 
Reception, 2-4pm
RSVP to rsvp@sjquiltmuseum.org

Saturday, August 1, 2015 
11am-3pm class
Don’t Be a Square with Ben Venom

Sunday, August 30, 2015 2pm-4pm
Fiber Talks: It’s Daintytime! with 
Sherri Lynn Wood

Sunday, November 1, 2015 2pm-4pm
Fiber Talks: Beads, Sequins, and 
Rice Sacks etc: Portals to Visual 
Storytelling with Flo Wong

See website for pricing and 
registration details.

Museum Adopts New Collection Plan

2015 Exhibitions and 
Programs
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Dear Friends,

Before sitting down to write this, 
I walked through the Museum 
admiring the quilts and thinking 
about all I have learned since start-
ing here in July of 2014. I have 
been inspired to experiment with 
dissolvable fabric, weaving, and 
embroidery. Since being hired all 
I have thought about is how the 
Museum can inspire others. How 
do we get others excited about this 
art form and being a part of this 
community? 

I am looking forward to meeting 
this challenge along with others 
as I become the Interim Executive 
Director of the Museum. I will work 
with the Board of Directors, staff, 
volunteers, and the quilting and 
textile community to continue to 
build the Museum into a vibrant 
hub for viewing, participating, and 
collaborating in the textile art com-
munity. 

The Museum offers a variety of ex-
citing ways to join and be a part of 
the energy. Volunteering, teaching, 
serving on the Board or a commit-
tee, becoming a member, donat-
ing, or sponsoring an event. The 
Museum staff cannot do the work 
alone and we rely on the participa-
tion of our community to continue 
making the Museum a success. 

Finally, I want to take this time 
to thank Christine Jeffers. Over 
the past three years Christine 
worked tirelessly to advance the 
success of the Museum. She raised 
money, improved processes, and 
introduced new programming, 
to name just a few of her many 
accomplishments. Christine has 

been a mentor to the staff and 
my personal mentor, colleague 
and friend for three years. I plan 
to continue what she started as I 
add my own fi ngerprint to imple-
menting the Museum’s strategic 
plan. Christine deserves rest and 
relaxation. Everyone here wishes 
her well in her new endeavors. We 
look forward to seeing her around 
the Museum.

I look forward to seeing all of you 
at the Museum in the coming 
months. 

Joan L. Phillips
Interim Executive Director

Mary Fran Archer                                             
Mickey Beebe                                                   
Anne and Ken Bowman                                
Patricia Goulat                                                   
Lori Green                                                           
David and Betty Harrington                         
Linda and Gary Hlady                                      
Jennifer Janisch                                                
Ann B. Johnsen                                                 
Roseann Kalich                                                  
Susan Kettmann                                               
Ann Mcleod                                                       
Angela Obeso
Gail Overbeck
Patricia and Walter Phillips
Terri Sawdon
Marion Shaw
Michelle L.L. Sullivan
Yuri Tsuchitani
Jean Urban
Jill Walker
Elizabeth Ward
Shari Wentz
Sondra Wheeler
Laurel Woodside
Jacque Wright

The Museum partners with other 
local organizations to support 
cross-marketing efforts that 
enrich the downtown arts scene. 

San Jose Jazz Winter Fest is 
Summer Fest’s “cool” counterpart. 
It’s a lab where we feature some 
of jazz’s most contemporary 
forms. San Jose Jazz Winter Fest 
2015, Feb 27-March 8, continues 
SJZ's steadfast commitment to 
present young artists pushing the 
boundaries of jazz, R&B and hip-
hop alongside the legends of jazz. 

Curated in conjunction with 
local boutique production house 
Universal Grammar, highlights 
of confi rmed acts include Taylor 
McFerrin, Kris Bowers, Dianne 
Schuur, Kendrick Scott Oracle, 
Marc Cary Focus Trio, Mads 
Tolling Quartet with Tierney 
Sutton, Otis Brown III and Les 
Yeux Noirs. Ticketed shows 
are presented in venues in the 
South First Street SoFA District, 
the most culturally vibrant 
neighborhood in San Jose. Tickets 
are on sale now at sanjosejazz.org.

February 2015

Director’s Corner San Jose Jazz Winter Fest 

Welcome New Members


