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The 17th biennial juried exhibition of Quilt 
National returned to the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles for the fi rst time since 2006. 
This quintessential exhibition of contemporary art 
quilts features 45 works by fi rst-time entrants as 
well as established artists.  

Juried by Eleanor McCain, Pauline Verbeek-
Cowart, and Nelda Warkentin in Ohio during the 
fall of 2010, the exhibit showcases state-of-the art 
contemporary quilting in all of its range of styles, 
techniques, and multi-faceted contemporary 
expressions. 

The mission behind Quilt National is “to carry 
the defi nition of quilting far beyond its traditional 
parameters and to promote quilt making as what 
it always has been—an art form.” 

As always, the quilts selected for Quilt National 
have never before been exhibited or published 
before their premier showing at the Dairy Barn 
Arts Center in Athens, Ohio, last May. The San 
Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles is the only west 
coast venue that will feature this portion of Quilt 
National.
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Con Brio – With Spirit, 2010 by Katie Pasquini Masopust. 
Cotton, cotton blends, synthetic suede. Machine appliquéd, 
machine pieced, machine quilted. 64 x 64 in.

These exhibitions and related programs are funded in part 
by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation; Arts Council 
Silicon Valley in partnership with the County of Santa Clara; 
the City of San Jose; and the Santa Clara Valley Quilt Asso-
ciation. Quilt National ‘11 is supported in part by grants from 
the Contemporary Quilt and Fiber Artists and The Northern 
California Quilt Council.

http://sjquiltmuseum.org/exhibitions_upcoming.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/calendar_april2012.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/visit.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/learn.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/files/Edu_form2.pdf
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/give.html
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“The diversity of surface design 
techniques, explosive color 
combinations, and textural 
inventions, combined with skilled 
craftsmanship and untold hours 
of stitching, set the stage for an 
exciting, unique, and dazzling 
exhibit,” said Museum curator, 
Deborah Corsini. Abstraction, 
variations of geometric design, and 
nature are the prominent themes. 

The quilts in this stunning exhibit 
refl ect quilt traditions in that 
they are pieced and stitched and 
use three layers of top, batting, 
and backing, while expanding the 
boundaries of the traditional by 
using new materials, techniques, 
and technologies. Ultimately, the 
works selected and exhibited in 
Quilt National are part of the 
continuing tradition of the fl uid 
and transformative nature of this 
compelling medium. 

“As the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles celebrates its 
35th anniversary this year, it is 
fi tting to feature this renowned 
exhibit of contemporary art 
quilting in our galleries,” said 
Corsini. 

“Contemporary artists continue 
to transform this medium and 
dazzle us with their provocative 
and powerful imagery, technical 
excellence, skill, and artistic 
vision.”

Artists included in this exhibition 
are:

Deidre Adams
Janet Bass
Tanya A. Brown
Pat Budge
Bette Busby
Lisa Call
Benedicte Caneill
Beth Carney
Sue Cavanaugh
Carol Coohey
Nancy Cordry
Sue Cunningham
Fenella Davies
Helene Davis
Jean M. Evans
Dianne Firth
Pamela Fitzsimons
Mary Beth Frezon
Jayne Bentley Gaskins
Shoko Hatano
Patty Hawkins
Rosemary Hoffenberg
Paula Kovarik
Linda Levin
Kathleen Loomis
Judy Martin
Katie Pasquini Masopust
Dominie Nash
Elin Noble
Ellen Oppenheimer
Pat Pauly
Marti Plager
Judith Plotner
Luanne Rimel
Judy Rush

Susan Shie
Anne Smith
Lura Schwarz Smith
Joan Sowada
Caroline Szeremet
Daphne Taylor
Bette Uscott-Woolsey
Kent Williams
Marianne R. Williamson
Nelda Warkentin

Quilt National
continued

Nature’s Rorschach, 2010, detail, by 
Janet Bass. Cotton, fi ber-reactive dyes.
Shibori dyed (under painted then arashi-
dyed). 39 x 97 in.

This striking abstraction is an example of 
how surface design techniques have perme-
ated the quilter’s milieu as ordinary fabric 
is transformed into spectacular, one-of-a-
kind works.

Farmer Brown, 2010, detail, by Tanya A. 
Brown. Cotton, paint, ink, wool/polyester 
batting, thread, homemade soy milk resist.
Painted with watercolor and ink, quilted.
40 x 50 in.

Local Sunnyvale artist, Tanya A. Brown’s 
work, Farmer Brown, stands out as one of 
the few pieces that is representational.
Rendered in paint and intricate quilting, 
this is a touching, nostalgic, and delicate 
portrait.  

Earth Bones, 2010 by Dianne Firth
Wool felt, viscose felt, cotton, polyes-
ter/cotton thread. Reverse appliquéd, 
machine quilted. 62 x 34 in.

Earth Bones is a graphic and elegant 
s-curve, which resembles the spine of a 
“giant sleeping beast.” It is dramatic in 
its simple elegance and exudes a strong 
physical presence.
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Creating Community: Quilts as 
Women’s Shelter presents quilts 
created by traditional 19th and 
20th century communities and by 
participants in an innovative 21st 
century community program.

Featured are quilts from the Mu-
seum’s collection, sometimes called 
signature, friendship, or subscrip-
tion quilts. They illustrate how 

groups that are related through 
family, geography, religion, or 
common interests made quilts to 
serve different community purpos-
es. Some are intended for the per-
sonal use of the recipient, whereas 
others have a broader audience 
and purpose.

Other quilts are drawn from the 
Quilts as Women’s Shelter pro-
gram, a unique project of three 
community organizations—the 
San Jose Museum of Quilts & 
Textiles, Santa Clara Valley Quilt 
Association, and Next Door Solu-
tions to Domestic Violence. 

Each week, participants in 
Next Door Solutions programs 
attend classes to learn funda-
mental art theory and quilt 
making techniques. Upon com-
pletion of their fi rst quilt, the 

women receive a sewing machine 
and basic quilt making supplies 
and are honored in a graduation 
ceremony at the Museum. 

Even though Quilts as Women’s 
Shelter is a simple concept, it has 
had astounding effects on the 
women involved. This is the fi rst 
public exhibition of their work.

Quilts As Women’s Shelter is sup-
ported in part by a grant from the 
National Quilting Association.

May 15 – July 29, 2012
Mark Adams
The bold designs, rich colors 
and dramatic scale of Mark 
Adams’ pictorial tapestries will 
provide a visual feast for visitors. 

Spanning four decades of the 
artist’s career, the exhibition 
features 25 tapestries, several full-
scale painted studies (cartoons) 
and photographs of the artist by 
Minor White and and Imogen 
Cunningham; this is the fi rst time 
that all of these pieces have been 
assembled in one exhibition.

August 7 – October 21, 2012
ITAB 2nd Biennial
As the premiere platform for 
introducing the work of artists 
exploring the intersection of fi ber 
and technology, the 2nd ITAB 
promises to engage and excite.

October 20 – November 4, 2012
5th Annual High Fiber 
Exhibition and Sale
6th Annual Art of Collecting
Don’t miss these two popular fall 
events.

November 13 – February 3, 2013
Collecting Treasures: 
Celebrating 35 Years
Guess who’s turning 35? Join the 
celebration!
 

Creating Community: 
Quilts as Women’s Shelter

Coming Up in 2012

Lotus, Sumatra (1/4), 1989 by Mark Adams.
Wool, tapestry. 80 x 92 in. Gift of the E. Mark 
Adams and Beth Van Hoesen Adams Trust in 
honor of Phil Linhares.

Pavillion (1/1), 1959, by Mark Adams. Wool, tapestry. 42 x 78 in.
From the Collection of the San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles

Friendship Quilt, 1926. Maker unknown.



Once again, thank you so much for 
your on-going support of our Muse-
um. We had a wonderful response 
to the annual fund appeal at the 
end of 2011.  

We are so lucky to have fabu-
lous volunteers. They help in 
the gift shop, hang shows, staff 
receptions, work with kids in 
our in-school program and Kids 
Create workshops, help maintain 
our collection, and do a variety of 
other tasks that help the Museum 
further our mission to promote 
the art, craft, and history of quilts 
and textiles. Also thank you to the 
Board members who share their 
skills willingly.

If you haven’t already seen them, 
make plans to see the current 
exhibitions. Elsewhere in this 
newsletter is information about 
Quilt National, but also be sure to 
see the accompanying show Quilts 
in Community guest curated by 
Nancy Bavor. 

As part of this show are eight 
quilts from our Quilts as Women’s 
Shelter program. At a special 
reception for this program, pride 
was evident from our participants, 
especially a 13-year-old young 
woman who was overwhelmed to 
see her quilt displayed on a wall 
by itself.

Also unveiled at the reception was 
a short fi lm about the program. 
Thanks to Board member David 
Whitman, we have a two-minute 
professionally made video to tell 
the program’s story. See the video 
and learn more about the program 
on our website. And feel free to 
share our story with others.

The Museum is a unique part of 
our community and together we 
make it happen.

Marie Strait
President, Board of Directors 

TACTI Design 
Artist: Montana Shrader

As an architect and interior de-
signer, Montana Shrader wanted 
to unite both her loves: graphic 
design and textile fi bers. 

In collaboration with the Tech-
shop, a few blocks from the Muse-
um, she created stunning jewelry 
pieces that are light in weight but 
bold in statement. The simple, un-
derstated designs have unexpected 
twists that engage and delight the 
senses.

The Museum Shop is proud to dis-
play and sell Montana’s wearable 
art jewelry. Pendants, earrings, 
and bracelets in four colors and 
three designs will enhance your 
fashion style and will never be 
ignored. Drop by the Museum and 
see our new items; you are sure to 
fi nd something unique.

Maxine Ajerman and Daniel Ajerman
Loretta Armstrong
Roberta Bailey
Laura Bajuk
Fiber Artisans Guild
John Bassett
Wendy Bear
Nannette Benedict
Wendy Bertrand
James Bondi and Ikuko  Bondi
Melissa Bottrell
Richard Brody
Maryon Brown
Beth Charlesworth
Grace Chun
Winifred Dell’ Ario
Pamela Dunham
Jane Easton
Nancy Elliott-Macdonald
Steven Gausebeck
Carol Hack
Melissy Hadidian
Patricia Hall
Peggy Heiman
Margaret Henschel
Linda Horner
Patrick Jeffries and Shawne Van 
Delsen-Jeffries
Amy Kimbrough
Laurel Koepernik
Gyongy Laky
Melissa Lopez
Maria Mankin
Susan Marsland
Ms. and Ms. Nathera Mawla
Tracy McCabe-Stewart
Florence Mcconnell
Michele McKee
Deborah McPherson
Ruby Ming
Marianne Moutoux
Katie Pasquini Masopust
Michael Pechinski
Vivian Pho
Layne Rahbar
Dorothy A, Roberts
Chris and Toby Smith
Chris Smith
Kay Talton Ecker
Maren Tirabassi
Evelyn Tuller
Ethan Tuttle
Kathleen Tuttle
Lisa Wentz
Lizabeth Yee
Helen Zung
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Welcome Our New 
Members

http://sjquiltmuseum.org/womensshelter.html
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In Collections this spring we are 
celebrating new acquisitions. A 
large collection of silk-screened 
fabrics by Casper Banjo (1937-
2008), an Oakland-based artist 
noted for his art prints and mixed 
media works, is being prepared for 
rolled storage. Generously donated 
by his niece Akili Banjo, this 
wonderful collection of 76 fabrics 
of bold, graphic design are Banjo’s 
creative response to an important 
trip he took to Africa in the 1970s.

Mark Adams, our up-coming 
exhibition opening in May, is 
much anticipated, and we are 
very pleased to announce that we 
have accepted into the collection 
two beautiful early tapestries by 
Adams (1926-2006): “Pavillion,” 
1959 and “Night Banner,” 1955. 
Donated by Hank and Judy 
Wagner, these two tapestries were 
woven in France, and display 
Adams’ characteristic bold use 
of color and clarity of design in 
tapestry.

We so appreciate the amazing 
generosity of our community and 
thank additional recent donors: 
Diane and Harry Greenberg, 
Roger and Jean Moss, Charileen 
Tallet, and Gyongy Laky. 

We will complete our National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
preservation assessment this 
spring, and we are in the process 
of re-organizing our collection 
facilities following the departure 
of the Changing Landscapes 
exhibition crates, now at the 
Dayton Museum of Art in Ohio. 

Speaking of which, the Museum 
has a core group of volunteers 
to thank in a big way for what 

can only be stated as 
their persistent and 
unfl agging dedication 
to the crating and 
shipping of 14 crates 
of the exciting art in 
Changing Landscapes.

Joni Strother, Ann 
Croll, Shary Lewis, 
Martine Yingling, 
Trisha Nass, Brenda 
Croak, and Robin Koenig lent an 
astounding amount of energy to 
this multi-faceted project, and 
Curator Deborah Corsini and I 
could not be more thankful for the 
team effort and can-do capacity 
to stay the course. Thank you for 
advancing the Museum’s work by 
showing up big time!
 
A new volunteer training program 
has begun at the Museum. Contact 
kristen@sjquiltmuseum.org, or 
christine@sjquiltmuseum.org to 
fi nd out more and join the fun. 

Joyce Hulbert
Collections and Conservation
joyce@sjquiltmuseum.org

Years ago on a walk 
in downtown San 
Jose I was tickled 
pink to discover the 
San Jose Museum 
of Quilts & Textiles. 
What a gem! But 
with three small 
children I didn’t visit it as often as 
I would have liked. 

Well a dozen years later my twins 
enrolled in a school around the 
corner from the Museum’s new 
location on South First Street. I 
thought, “Finally! Since I’m down 

here once a day, I’ll come early 
and visit the museum for each and 
every show.” I only caught one 
show that year. 

When I found out some of my 
quilting buddies helped with 
show installations I jumped at the 
chance to volunteer. What a blast! 
Not only did I get to see the show, 
I got to see what it takes to mount 
an exhibit—what goes on behind 
the scenes—the grouping deci-
sions, the lighting, everything. 

Late last year I helped out with a 
HUGE crating project. Fourteen 
gigantic crates fi lled with art-
works from China needed to be 
processed. The items needed to be 
inspected, cleaned, and repack-
aged (some with very creative 
solutions to protect their three-
dimensionality). 

And now I have the honor of 
volunteering in Collections, which 
affords me the opportunity to see 
and work with beautiful antique 
quilts and textiles. 

For me, the icing on the cake is 
working with other creative vol-
unteers who are excited about the 
Museum, as well as the Museum 
staff who love, love, love, their 
volunteers and are extraordinarily 
appreciative of our help. 

Collections Update

Volunteer Perspective
by Robin Koenig

Night Banner, 1955 by Mark Adams.
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Time fl ies when you are having 
fun! I had never really put much 
thought into this phrase but fi nd 
that it is very true as I round out 
the fi fth month as Executive Direc-
tor for the BEST Quilt and Textile 
Museum!

I want to take time to thank every-
one who contributed to the last 
phase of the Capital Campaign. 

We raised $1,579,000, and with 
your gifts, we were able to fi nish 
the library, workroom, conference 
room and staff offi ces upstairs. 
Downstairs we completed two 
other important areas: the vol-
unteer/caterer’s kitchen and the 
laundry area. 

We were successful in meeting our 
match with the California Cultural 
and Historical Endowment thanks 
to donors’ matching gifts and the 
in-kind contributions of Sylvia and 
Art Carroll. 

To celebrate this achievement and 
thank all of the capital campaign 
donors who made it possible, we’ll 
be having a party on April 22 from 
4pm-6pm at the Museum. So if you 

made a gift, keep an eye on your 
mailbox for the invitation. We 
hope that you can join us.

Even as we celebrate, our biggest 
challenge continues to be fundrais-
ing. Support for the arts is simply 
not a priority for corporations and 
foundations. We need to be our own 
best cheerleaders and continue to 
build our circle of fi ber friends. 

We’re planning a Member Bring 
a Member event in the summer, 
where members like you are invit-
ed to bring a friend that you know 
would like to be a member but isn’t 
yet. We’ll make it fun and easy for 
them to sign up at the event. 

I’m also working to bring Shelly 
Zegart here to tell us in person, 
“Why Quilts Matter!”  Shelly just 
fi nished producing this nine-part 
documentary exploring the his-
tory, art, and politics of quilts. The 
series is presented by The Ken-
tucky Quilt Project, Inc.  

According to Shelly, “The nine 
episodes of ‘Why Quilts Matter: 
History, Art & Politics’ spotlight 
both the passion and the differing 
points of view surrounding the 
quilt and its culture.” 

We’re selling the DVD set in the 
Museum store. Don’t miss your 
chance to own this fascinating 
series.

Mark your calendars now for May 
Day Sale at the Museum on May 
4, 5, and 6th.  The sale will take 
over two large galleries this year.  
We are currently accepting dona-
tions of  quilts, fabrics, and all 
things textile. 

May 12 will bring a new event 
called ArtHouse!  The Museum is 
partnering with our lower SoFA 
neighbors the ICA, MACLA, The 
Stage, and Notre Dame High 
School to present a day-long event, 
when we’ll all throw open our 
doors and invite the community 
to come in for free. We’ll have 
hands-on activities for adults and 
children. 

As you can see, it will be a very busy 
spring, and I look forward to seeing 
you all here having some fun!  

Christine Jeffers
Executive Director
Christine@sjquiltmuseum.org 

March 2012

Director’s Corner

Christine Jeffers
  Executive Director
Deborah Corsini
  Curator
Joyce Hulbert
  Collections Manager
Kristen Calvert
  Visitor & Member Services 
Hallie Brignall
  Curatorial & Development Assistant
Sofi a Motamedi
  Store Manager
Jessica Paulin
  Administrative Assistant 

Sylvia Carroll
  Educational Outreach
Denise Martin
  Arts Express
Janet Hagquist
  Quilts as Women’s Shelter
Pat Havey & Jenn Vickers
  Kids Create

Marie Strait
  President
Lynn Koolish
  Vice President
Wendy Hornstein
  Secretary
Michele McKee
  Treasurer
Larel Bondi
Linda Craighead
Nancy Franklin
Karin Hazelkorn 
Tom Snell
Yvonne Porcella
David Whitman

Museum Staff Board of Directors


