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In 2010, the San Jose Museum of Quilts & 
Textiles launched a signature event and its fi rst 
juried exhibition—the International TECHstyle 
Art Biennial (ITAB). The ITAB prospectus called 
for work by artists “merging fi ber media with new 
information and communication technologies in 
their artistic processes, as a medium of artistic 
expression, or in the content of their work.” With 
a strong desire to leverage our location in Silicon 
Valley, the Museum created ITAB to serve as 
the premiere platform for introducing the work 
of artists exploring the intersection of fi bers 
and technology to the global community that 
assembles—virtually and in the real world—on 
the occasion of San Jose’s Zero1Biennial, and 
met with enthusiastic response from the textile 
community.

This year three new jurors brought their 
expertise, consideration, and aesthetic to jury a 
pool of more than 64 entries and 124 submitted 
works. Jurors Janet Koplas, Barbara Layne and 
Christine Tarkowski culled this group down to 
44 works by 37 artists. An international group of 
artists from Australia, Canada, China, France, 
Finland, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and all parts 
of the United States are represented in the 
exhibition.

continued next page >>

Su
m

m
e

r  2012

In This Issue

>> 2nd International TECHstyle Art Biennial
>> Upcoming Classes and Events
>> New in the Museum Shop
>> President’s Letter
>> Volunteer Highlight: Exhibitions
>> New Marketing Director
>> High Fiber Under Five Returns
>> Final Days for Mark Adams Exhibit
>> Director’s Corner

Quick Links

>> Upcoming Exhibits
>> Calendar of Events
>> Visitor Information
>> Kids Create Schedule
>> In-School Program 
       Reservations
>> Make a Gift

War in Black and White by Pixeladies 2010, 44” x 24.5” x 1”
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As in the previous exhibit, 
these savvy artists make use 
of technology that is now more 
readily available to individuals. 
Digital jacquard weaving, digital 
printing, digital photography, 
manipulation of imagery using 
various computer programs, laser 
engraving, and computerized 
embroidery machines are all a 
part of their technical and artistic 
processes. 

Other artists create with more 
traditional methods—hand 
sewing, embroidery, knitting, 
and kappa cloth—but their work 
still speaks to technology and/or 
use technology-related materials 
including old reel-to-reel recording 
tape and recycled CDs. 

Local artist Wendeanne Ke’aka 
Stitt is known for her handmade 
kappa (bark cloth). In her new 
work, Niho Mahō II: To You, 
Año Nuevo Great White, she 
combines the traditional (and 
labor intensive) process of kappa 
making with a design she created 
by taking a digital photo of a two 
dimensional quilt and applying 
a 3D rendering fi lter to create a 
sphere out of a fl at image. She 

writes, “This quilt design is 
the direct result of human/
computer interaction, 
combining ancient, 
traditional cloth fabrication 
techniques with modern-day 
technological innovations.”

Another work that speaks 
to an historic tradition 
is Barbara Nepom’s 
translucent silk gauze piece, 
Fine Art. High Technology, looks 
like a traditional Korean bojagi 

(wrapping cloth) 
except that the 
imagery is the 
stark black and 
white of a QR 
code. View Source 
by Patti Shaw is 
a low tech hand 
stitched and 
bleach discharged 
embroidery of 
HTML code 
(computer 
programing). 

Quilt enthusiasts will delight 
in the wide range of quilts that 
use digital imagery and digital 
printing. Pam RuBert returns 
with Tango with a Technopus, 
a humorous look at her comic 
alter ego heroine engaging 
in an undersea dance with 
the Technopus, amid a sea of 
technological debris.

Other highlights of the show will 
literally “light up” the gallery 
with artists using illuminated 
works, refl ective materials, and 
video. Of note is the installation 
by Taiwanese artist Wen-Yin 
Huang, whose beautiful jacquard 
woven piece dramatically changes 
character with each of its three 
rotating light sources.

The appeal of ITAB is clear. 
Artists are intimately engaged 
with and fascinated by the tools 
of technology that help them 
to further their artistic visions 
along with the possibilities and 
inventions of textile art in the 21st 
century. ITAB opens on August 
7 and runs through October 14, 
2012. The opening reception is on 
August 12 and a number of the 
artists will be present to discuss 
their work.

–Deborah Corsini, Curator

ITAB
continued

Sea Foam Patterns by Dan Olfe, 2011, 36” x 59”

Lotus by Wen-Yin Huang, 2012, 9” x 23” x 23”

June’s South First Friday coincided with 
the SubZero Music Festival featuring street 
vendors, musical groups, and hands-on 
activities including our own Kids Create.
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July 15, 1pm–3pm: Tapestry 
Design and Conception
Presenters: Yael Lurie and 
Jean Pierre Larochette
Learn about the process of 
making and creating tapestries. 
Experience the process through 
the eyes of renowned artists, 
Larochette and Lurie. Enjoy 
a presentation on the history 
of cartoon design and tapestry 
making, followed by a discussion 
about the design process and the 
different contemporary approaches 
to tapestry making. Free for 
Members, $22 Non-members.

July 21, 11am–2pm: Temari 
Necklace Workshop
Instructor: Susan Watts
Almost forgotten, 
Temari balls are 
enjoying a renaissance 
not only in Japan but 
all over the world. 
Vibrant fi bers knitted 
and knotted together 
make Temari unique 
and precious. Learn 
how to make these distinctive 
fi ber beads in this 3-hour class. All 
materials are included; just bring 
your enthusiasm! $50 Members, 
$70 Non-members. 

July 29, 11am–3pm: 
Weaving Class
Instructor: Anne Lamborn
Ever wanted to try your hand 
weaving on a loom? This class will 
give you a taste of the wonders 
of loom weaving. No experience 
necessary; Lamborn will give 
an introductory class on loom 
techniques. Participants will 
learn to weave on a provided 
threaded loom. At the end of class 
students will take home a fi nished 
“welcome-sized mat!” Space is 
limited. $150 Members, $200 Non-
members. Reserve online or email 
rsvp@sjquiltmuseum.org

August 12: Members-only 
Walkthrough and Opening 
Reception for 2nd International 
TECHstyle Art Biennial (ITAB)
The Members-only walkthrough is 
at 1pm and the Opening Reception 
begins at 2pm. Email rsvp@
sjquiltmuseum.org

Jacobo Mendoza–Taller Tepeyotli
The Museum store is lucky to play 
host to one of Mexico’s leading 
tapestry artists. Jacobo Mendoza 
is located in the magical area of 
Teotitlan del Valle, world famous 
for the natural-died wool rugs 
woven there. Jacobo and his 
family have been making tapetes 
(rugs) for generations. 

Mendoza is descended from a 
family of famous Zapotec weavers, 
and the youngest of eight children.  
His wife, María Luisa, is also from 
a family of Zapotec weavers and 
both of their children, Sylvia and 
Jacobito weave. Children begin 
to weave on small looms, creating 
practice pieces to master the 
complex Zapotec designs. Jacobito 
is showing particular promise and 
interest in becoming a master 
weaver.

We are happy to offer a small 
collection of very fi ne wall 
tapestries for sale, along with 
other small items such as 
cushion covers and ladies’ purses 
which display different colors of 
naturally died wool.

Don’t miss this opportunity to 
acquire a sample of this unique 
artistic legacy! 

Las Kantutas, Peru 
Every day, the Museum is host to 
visitors from all over the world. 
They come from South Africa, 
Argentina, and Canada and 
are often personally involved in 
making the world a better place 
through textiles! Gloria Miller is 
one such individual. She manages 
the distribution of acrylic and 
alpaca fi nger puppets for the 
Kantutas Group in Peru. 

Near Lake Titicaca, on the frigid 
Andean plateau 12,500 feet above 
sea level, everyone knits. Boys 
and girls learn how to knit while 
young and even men traditionally 
knit their festive attire. This 
mostly Aymara community has an 
ancestral tradition of fi ne textile 
making. Moms make whimsical 
animal toys for their kids, so it is 
no surprise that fi nger puppets 
have become 
a natural 
part of life.

The Museum 
store is 
proud to 
carry both types of fi nger puppets; 
while acrylic may be more vibrant 
in color, alpaca is softer, as well 
as hypoallergenic. The variety of 
animals is extensive and it is quite 
tempting to suddenly acquire a 
complete fi nger puppet zoo! 

For those people looking for truly 
unique gifts, the story-telling 
combo fi nger puppets are a 
delight. They include; “Goldilocks 
and the three little bears,” “The 
three pigs and the wolf,” and 
Nativity story fi nger puppets. 
The acrylic fi nger puppets are 
$4.50 each, and the alpaca  fi nger 
puppets are $5.00 each.

Upcoming Classes and 
Events

New in the Shop



Dear Friends, Members, and 
Supporters of the Museum,

Whew! The year is fl ying by. We 
have had some wonderful exhibi-
tions. The May Day Sale has come 
and gone, with excellent work by 
Judith Guardino, board member 
Nancy Franklin and many others.  
Plans for our annual High Fiber 
benefi t art exhibition and sale are 
well under way thanks to the lead-
ership of committee chair Lynn 
Koolish. The call for contributors 
recently went out to a select group 
of artists and is sure to create an 
interesting event and exhibition.

Nancy Bavor recently curated a 
wonderful exhibition of some of 
the quilts made by participants 
in the Quilts as Women’s Shelter 
program. The stories told by these 
women are heartening and they 
were so proud to see their quilts 
on display. Thanks is owed again 
to board member David Whitman 
for recruiting the fi lm crew to 
make the video about this pro-
gram, now on our website.

The completion of the fi rst semes-
ter of 2012 at Quilts as Women’s 
Shelter was recently celebrated 
with a fi esta at the Museum.  
During the past 5½ months the 
program served 44 women and 
their teen children with an aver-
age weekly attendance of 19.

Speaking of appreciation, Sylvia 
Carroll has just retired from many 
years as the coordinator of our in-
school education program, where 
she and her outreach volunteers 
speak to kids in 2nd and 5th 
grades about quilts and textiles. 
She has put many hours of love 
and effort into managing this 
program over more than 10 years.  
Thank you, Sylvia.

The Board of Directors recently 
completed two sessions with train-
er Nancy Ragey. The fi rst focused 
on how to talk about our Museum 
and spread the word about who we 
are and what we do. In the second 
session, we looked at our skills and 
evaluated our strengths and weak-
nesses. The Board is now poised to 
grow by adding new members with 
the skills we need. If you have 
any suggestions for potential new 
Board members, pass let us know. 

It is also summer appeal time! We 
appreciate your generous gifts of 
support to our education programs 
including the in-school program 
and Kids Create.

Thanks for your support of our 
great institution.

Marie Strait
President, Board of Directors 

In this issue I would like to 
honor the volunteers who work 
with exhibitions. As Deborah 
Corsini, our curator says, “One 
of the busiest times and biggest 
jobs at the museum is during the 
de-install and installation of the 
exhibits. I have been fortunate 
to work with an exceptionally 
wonderful group of capable 
and talented volunteers who 
come together to share in this 

process. This group continues to 
impress me with their dedication, 
skills, and good spirits. Over 
the past six years and over 24 
exhibition changes a steady core 
group has helped to install and 
create our exhibitions. My thanks 
and appreciation goes out to 
these friends, this fantastic hard 
working team.” 

I have enjoyed stories from some 
of this team about climbing 
ladders, doing temporary 
mounting of textiles, painting 
background walls, and laying 
out and then moving pieces 
around. Deborah showed me her 
starting place, which is a scale 
correct mock up of the galleries 
into which she places photos of 
the work to be displayed. But it 
is when the actual work is ready 
to mount that the fi nal decisions 
are made by Deborah and 
implemented with her guidance.

This core group of volunteers 
includes Kim Brown, Brenda 
Croak, Cindy Do, Pat Havey, 
Robin Koenig, Shary Lewis, 
Bob Nass, Tricia Nass, Joyce 
Schellenberg, Joni Strother, 
Evelyn Tuller, and Martine 
Yingling.  

Many thanks go to these folks for 
their hard work and dedication.

–Marie Strait, President
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Volunteers Ann and Robin create a tempo-
rary pin mount of Mark Adams’ “Queen of 
Heaven.” 

Quilts as Women’s Shelter Graduation, 
June 6, 2012

Volunteer Highlight: 
Exhibitions

http://sjquiltmuseum.org/womensshelter.html
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Heather Lee 
joined the Mu-
seum in May as 
our new mar-
keting director. 
She has worked 
in non-profi t 
publicity, arts 
marketing, as well as in costume 
and textile museums for the last 
12 years. She brings a depth and 
breadth of experience to her new 
role—focusing on both traditional 
media outreach as well as social 
media interaction. 

Heather has previously worked 
on promotional campaigns for 
such exhibits as Seeing Gertrude 
Stein (Contemporary Jewish 
Museum), Home Lands: How 
Women Made the West (The 
Autry), The Sculpture of Ruth 
Asawa (deYoung), and Radical 
Light (BAM/PFA). She has been 
active in the Costume Society of 
America and begins her new role 
as the Western Region President 
in July 2012. 

Heather has also been actively 
publishing her own research and 
fashion history-focused writing for 
the last eight years. She is excited 
to raise visibility for the San Jose 
Museum of Quilts & Textiles and 
broaden our audience. 
 

High Fiber Under Five 2012 is 
the 5th annual 
fi ber benefi t 
exhibition 
and sale—a 
signature event at the San Jose 
Museum of Quilts & Textiles that 
runs from October 20, 2012 to 
November 4, 2012. The deadline for 
artist submissions is August 13.

High Fiber Under Five is designed 
to generate support for fi ber 
artists and the Museum’s fi ber 
art advocacy efforts by connecting 
artists around the globe with 
collectors and by introducing this 
medium to our community as a 
whole.

We welcome submissions of all 
kinds of fi ber art—basketry, 
jewelry, knitting, sculpture, 
quilts, wearable art, tapestries, 
and mixed-media pieces in which 
fi ber plays a prominent role. Our 
goal is to showcase high-quality 
pieces that will pique the interest 
of art collectors and attract new 
collectors.

This year, as part of the High 
Fiber event we’re creating a 
special exhibit called FiberShots.  
We are seeking artful fi ber work—
traditional and contemporary/non-
traditional—that will be donated 
by the maker to help support the 
Museum. All pieces in this special 
exhibit will be 15” x 15” and will 
be sold for $100. 

Find all the submission details on 
our website. 

Mark Adams closes Sunday, 
July 29. The bold designs, rich 
colors and dramatic scale of Mark 
Adams’ (1925-2006) pictorial 
tapestries have provided a visual 
feast for visitors to the Museum 
since it opened May 15. The 
exhibition features works that 
span four decades of the artist’s 
career, generously lent for this 
occasion by his family, private 
collectors, Stanford University 
Library of Art and Architecture, 
The Oakland Museum of 
California, and the Racine Art 
Museum. 

This month is your last chance 
to view more than 25 tapestries, 
several full-scale painted studies 
(cartoons) and photographs of 
the artist by Minor White and 
Imogen Cunningham never before 
assembled in one exhibition. 

For insight on the exhibit from 
Curator Deborah Corsini, check 
out the video on our website.

New Markting Director

Apocalypse Clouds, 1970, 58” x 1.5”
From the Collection of the Stanford Library 
of Art and Architecture

Final Days for Mark 
Adams Exhibit

High Fiber Under Five 
Returns

Online Communications
As the Museum strives to be more 
green and paper-conscious, we’re 
moving more to online (rather than 
print) forms of communication. 
We’d like to encourage you to sign 
up for our e-blasts, to ensure you 
get the most current and up-to-
date information on the Museum. 
You can sign-up by clicking on the 
‘subscribe’ button on our homepage: 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org

http://sjquiltmuseum.org/highfiber_artistpage2012.html
http://sjquiltmuseum.org/fibershots_artistpage2012.html
http://sjquiltmuseumentry.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=3d7_j4Rddlg
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I hope that all of you are enjoying 
summer by practicing your favor-
ite textile or fi ber art form!

At the Museum we’ve been busy 
hosting a variety of programs: 
In June we featured a three 
day workshop taught by master 
weaver Tricia Goldberg and a sym-
posium on Mark Adams. In July, 
we have a free class for members, 
taught by Yael Lurie and Jean 
Pierre Larochette, on the cartoon-
ing process of weaving.  

If you missed these wonderful pro-
grams, there is still time to regis-
ter for our Temari Necklace Work-
shop on July 21 and our Weaving 
Class with Anne Lamborn on July 
29. Also mark your calendars for 
Saturday January 5 when we’ll be 
joined by Shelly Zegart, Executive 
Producer of “Why Quilts Matter.”

These classes are the beginning of 
an effort to provide more partici-
patory programs in the Museum; 
We received funding from The 
David and Lucile Packard Founda-
tion through the City of San Jose 
to study and expand our participa-
tory programming, so be prepared 
for new opportunities to be en-
gaged at the Museum!

To increase visitor enjoyment of 
our exhibitions, we’ve launched a 
new volunteer program called Gal-
lery Guides. Our curator, Deborah 
Corsini, trains guides to interpret 
the art. We’ve also added a re-
source table with samples of cata-
logs and other printed material. 

So if you’ve ever wanted to be a 
tour guide, now is your chance. My 
fi rst job was a guide at the Win-
chester Mystery House—It was 
not only a lot of fun but I learned 
some great skills doing it.  

I want to thank Judith Guardino 
for leading the effort with our 
4th annual May Day Market. We 
raised $12,000 for Museum opera-
tions. There were many volunteers 
who put in many hours, and we 
couldn’t have done this event with-
out your hard work. Thank you! 

We have a fabulous new volun-
teer helping us with our library.  
Becky Karabatos has a Masters in 
Library Science, is creating a plan 
for library access, and is writing 
the needed text for our web site. 
In our discussions, she has identi-
fi ed important items that we are 
lacking.  

They are:
• Patchwork Quilt Tsushin: 

      Volumes 1, 52-64, 66-present
• Selvedge: Volumes 1-7, 

37-present
• Threads: Volume 75
• Piecework: July/August 2009
• Quilters Newsletter: 2000-

      present

If you happen to have these issues, 
please consider donating them to 
the library. If you are interested in 
helping Becky fi nish our catalog-
ing, let me know.

The work of keeping the Museum 
moving forward never ends and 
takes many hands. I want to 
thank the board, staff, and vol-
unteers for contributing to this 
worthwhile effort. And most of all, 
I want to thank YOU for continu-
ing to support this wonderful Mu-
seum. By now you’ve received our 
Summer Appeal to raise $30,000 
by August 31, 2012 in support 
of all of our education programs. 
I know many of you will help to 
make this effort a reality. We are 
grateful. Thank you!

Christine Jeffers
Executive Director
Christine@sjquiltmuseum.org 
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