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by Maria Billings	
!
i280, California, Bay Area	

!!

                                     With thanks to YOU, 	

     reader, viewer, collector, friend who adds more dimensions to my life!	
!
Traveling south on interstate 280 
outside of rush hour is a delight: a 
little fog rolls over the coastal hills, 
green trees, water; for the most part 
no cityscapes, wide lanes lead you 
easily into San Jose. However then 
tempo and mood change entirely: 
getting lost in construction work and 
a dizzying amount of freeways, I 
finally arrive at the Quilt Museum.	
!
(If you’re lucky there is street parking 
in front of the museum.)	


!!!!
Inside the museum, a 
very friendly curator gave 
me a tour of the 
exhibition “Found/Made” 
which begins with 
colorful quilt tops draped 
to emphasize the tactile 
qualities of fabric.	
!!
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This exhibition is curated by Roderick Kiracofe, a 
collector who shares quilts and quilt tops from his 
own collection. His book “Unconventional & 
Unexpected, American quilts below the radar, 
1950-2000” includes some of the exhibited quilts.	
!!!!!!!

Roderick Kiracofe obviously 
likes unusual quilts. There 
were too many interesting 
pieces to be covered in this 
short newsletter.	


!
This is certainly not a traditional quilt exhibition, but for me it is inspiring and 
encouraging to not be afraid and continue my quilt series with recycled CDs and 
other materials that are not commonly used in quilts.	
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A note on “Why CDs?”: Their reflective 
surface makes a piece very much alive and it includes 
YOU, the viewer. As humans, most of us have a reflex 
to seeing ourselves in a mirror; CDs are not that 
precise but they summarize the impression of you, 
your clothing, and the surrounding light into one 
abstract statement which is the presence of you 
standing in front of or passing by the art quilt. 	


Once you interact with an art piece, it has its own life. If asked to write an 
artistic statement, it sounds too presumptuous to say “to give life and presence,” 
but that’s at the bottom of my effort.	
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Back to the road, heading North on i280	
!
The estate “Filoli” in Woodside shows 
old-world charm built with gold-rush 
money. The mansion was built by the 
Bourn family who became rich as the 
owners of the Empire State gold mine 
in Nevada City/ Grass Valley (about 
45 min. from “Atelier Aurel”, my art 
studio). 	
!
“Filoli” stands for 
"FIght for justice, 
LOve your fellow 
man, and LIve a 
good life” the credo 
of Mr. Bourn who 
teased his friends 
for a long time over 
the meaning of this 
mysterious name. 	


For me the most charming part of the museum are not the rich fabrics, antique 
furnishings, paintings, silver pieces, or anything like that, but the fresh flower 
arrangements in many rooms. A volunteer told me that they come from the 
estate’s flower cutting garden.	
!
Splendid as such a mansion is, the “go-back-to” attractions are the gardens. It’s 
not my first visit and each time there is a different ‘favorite'. This time, I was 
intrigued by the garden gates, how they invite you to explore. (I felt like my cat 
who NEVER resists a half-open door.) Some gates are of metal, while others are 
simple openings in a huge hedge. 	
!
But then the rose garden won as my favorite; just cannot resist the variety and 
richness of colors and fragrances. By the way, the Empire State mine also has a 
noteworthy rose-garden with ‘old roses’ that bloom only once a year.	
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