
News
Current Exhibit

Saturn Returns: Back to the Future of Fiber Art 
Groundbreaking 30th Anniversary Exhibition 

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles celebrates its 
thirtieth anniversary with the groundbreaking exhibi-
tion Saturn Returns: Back to the Future of Fiber Art on 
display through January 6, 2008. For the fi rst time, the 
works of thirty of the most infl uential fi ber artists of our 
time have been brought together in a singular exhibi-
tion. Refl ecting the scope of the Museum’s mission, the 
work of these thirty artists spans the range of fi ber arts; 
half are quilt artists, while others use tapestry, weav-
ing, embroidery, ikat, beading, and mixed media to 
create their art. 
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Coming Soon

The San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles will host a 
retrospective of the phenomenal 
career of master dyer, textile 
artist and fashion designer 
Marian Clayden from January 
15 – March 23, 2008. Marian 
Clayden: The Dyer’s Hand is a 
retrospective of Clayden’s work 
from her textile art created 
for the wall through her later 
works designed for the body.
Known for her mastery of 
an Indonesian resist-dyeing 
technique called plangi, her 
art and designs can be found 
in the permanent collections of 
museums worldwide.  

Highlights

Highlights from the 
30th Anniversary 
Benefit Gala
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Viewers Share 
Stories on NBC11 
HomeTown
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Fall 2007

Left: Interpreting Nature, detail, 2006 by Linda MacDonald. 
Airbrushed, painted, stitched. Cotton fabric, paint, thread, cotton 
batting, 20” x 20”

Left: Dip Dye, 1970, by Marian 
Clayden. Raw cotton; folded, tie-
dyed, dip-dyed, discharged.
83”x54”
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Dear Members,

Well, welcome to preparations for 
the Holiday Season already! It is just 
the end of October as I write this and 
already there are seasonal items in 
the stores and advertised on TV and 
the radio. The weather hasn’t turned 
cool enough yet to really make me feel 
“in the spirit.” I haven’t fi nished with 
summer! 

However, the fi rst thing I think about 
for the holiday season is to share the 
experiences I have had at the Museum 
with everyone I know. This has been 
and incredible year of exhibits and I 
want my family and friends to be able 
to share in the wonderment of textile 
art with me. So I am planning on giv-
ing Museum memberships to relatives 
and friends who are not already mem-
bers. I can easily do that through the 
Museum website at www.sjquiltmuse-
um.org/join and never leave the house. 

I will however, make a few trips to the 
Museum for gifts from the shop. It is 
fi lling with new work from our favorite 
artists, and introducing new artists’ 
work as well. It is fast becoming the 
place to shop for unique textile art. 
Thanks to Michelle for her keen eye.

I am also going to make a point of 
attending the presentation on Novem-
ber 17 regarding the “Art of Collect-
ing and Becoming Collectible.”  The 
unique combination of panelists and 
presenters suggests a lively and well 
researched presentation. In fact, I 
think I will bring a number of friends 
along with me. We are so lucky to live 
in an area where you can fi nd the fi n-
est fi ber artists who are on the cutting 
edge in this fi eld. I feel like I would be 
missing out on some of the fi ner things 
in life if I did not surround myself 
with art that I like. This presentation 
is sure to be informative and help me 
fi nd what I like. If it is as fun as the 
“Ring Around the Bay Tour” I know 
we are in for a good time. 

Isn’t this what being a museum is 
all about? Preserving for all time the 
textile art that matters to us. The art 
that brings quality to our daily lives, 
that helps inform us to greater truths, 
that speaks our minds and our hearts 
and our thoughts so others might 
know that we walked this earth. Mu-
seums are a reminder that nothing is 
new and yet through individual artists 
everything is new. 

Sincerely,

Connie Tiegel
President
Board of Trustees 

November 2007

President’s
Letter

San Jose Museum of
Quilts & Textiles

Tues–Sun | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Open late for South First Fridays 
8 p.m. — 10 p.m.

Admission Fees:

•Free to members & children under 13
•$6.50 Adults 
•$5 Seniors & Students with ID
•Free to the public fi rst Friday of
  each month

Museum Board
of Trustees

Connie Tiegel
  President
Sandra Duncan
  Vice President
Jennifer Vickers
  Secretary
Sarabelle Hitchner
  Treasurer
Irwin Bear
Susan Bickford
Terumi Irizawa
Kristen Pezone
Yvonne Porcella
Alan Silverberg

Museum Staff

Jane Przybysz
  Executive Director
Tom Snell
  Business Manager
Deborah Corsini
  Curator
Lisa Jensen
  Development Director
Connie DeWitt
  Marketing Director
Kristen Calvert
  Visitor Services
Joyce Hulbert
  Collections Manager
Michelle Mello
  Store Manager
Sylvia Carroll
  Educational Outreach
Denise Martin
  Arts Express
Sandra Duncan
  Newsletter Editor 

Left: Constructions #77, 2004. Free-form 
cut, intuitive composition machine-pieced 
by Nancy Crow, hand-quilted by Marla 
Hattabough with pattern denoted by Nancy 
Crow. Hand-dyed cotton, 89.25” x 53”
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After last year’s successful day-
long gala event we knew it was 
worth doing again, but with a few 

tweaks 
to the 
program. 
This time 
around 
we ex-
panded 
the silent 

auction to a week-long event that 
fi lled the Museum’s galleries with 
hundreds of donated works avail-
able for bidding. Then we focused 
the gala event around an evening 
cocktail silent auction, dinner and 
live auction. 

Dozens of volunteers worked tire-
lessly to solicit and receive dona-
tions, capture essential details 
about each piece and prepare them 
for display, while others handled 
the necessary backroom tasks of 
developing collateral materials, 
managing invitations, logging in 
each donation, and handling the 
paperwork to process bids. Thanks 
to their collective efforts and the 
generous patrons who bid on 
items, the Museum raised some 
$40,000 from both events to sup-
port programming and operations 
in the coming year.

Highlights from the 
30th Aniversary 
Benefit Gala 

Many companies have programs 
through which they will match the 
charitable contributions made by 
their employees. Through corpo-
rate gift matching, your employer 
can multiply your gift to the Mu-
seum, making it go further.

Step-by-Step process to acquire 
matching gifts:
 
1. Ask the Human Resources Of-
fi cer where you work if there is a 
charitable Matching Gift program 
(hundreds of companies—large 
and small—have one). 

2. If the answer is “Yes,” ask for a 
Matching Gift Form and complete 
your portion. 

3. If the answer is “No,” talk to 
your HR Director and suggest he 
or she consider it. Companies that 
contribute to their communities 
build a positive corporate image 
that helps retain employees and 
customers. 

4. Include the form with your next 
gift to the Museum. That’s all it 
takes to double the good you do. 

All company-matching funds go 
to support the Museum’s exhibits 
and programming.

Our Development offi ce will verify 
receipt of your gift and return 
the form to your company for 
matching funds. For more infor-
mation contact Lisa Jensen at 
408.971.0323 x12.

Corporate Gift Match-
ing: Making Your Gifts 
Go Further

Top to Bottom: 
Jessica Garcia-Kohl (representing Mayor 
Chuck Reed) and Council member Sam 
Liccardo

Ramona Hilgenkamp, Board member 
Alan Silverberg, Ann Fitzgerald and 
Executive Director Jane Przybysz

Abi Maghamfar, Nancy Price, Norberto 
Duenos (San Jose Redevelopment Agency)

Saturn Returns artists Consuelo Under-
wood and Virgina Davis

Left: NBC11 news anchor Diane Dwyer 
spoke about the need to support arts insti-
tutions in Silicon Valley.



4     San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles     

Saturn Returns (from page 1)

The exhibit is co-curated by Mu-
seum Curator Deborah Corsini 
and noted contemporary textile art 
scholar Alice Zrebiec, formerly a 
textile curator at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. The curators se-
lected up to three pieces from each 
of thirty nationally and interna-
tionally recognized fi ber artists to 
illustrate the range of the artist’s 
work. Signature styles as well as 
new developments were chosen, 
the ultimate criteria being quality 
of design and execution. 

According to Zrebiec, “Many of the 
artists are associated with Califor-
nia: not surprising since decades 
ago the Bay Area was a stage for 
experimentation in textile art and 
many of its most renowned practi-
tioners continue to live, work and 
teach here.” 

Corsini added, “Each of these art-
ists brings a unique view to their 
approach to making art with fi ber, 
and all are compelling, thought 
provoking, contemporary and rele-
vant. This exhibition is a showcase 

of tremendous accomplishment, 
creative verve and astonishing 
individuality. The textile tradition 
is very much alive and thriving in 
the hands of these versatile 21st 
century artists.”

This exhibition and related programs 
were funded, in part, by grants from 
Silicon Valley Community Founda-
tion; the David and Lucille Packard 
Foundation; an Applied Materials Ex-
cellence in the Arts grant, a program 
of Arts Council Silicon Valley; the 
Turner-Gilliland Family Fund; Lynne 
McCreight; Connie & Eric Tiegel; Su-
san Ellis & Mark Linton; Arts Council 
Silicon Valley in partnership with 
the County of Santa Clara and the 
National Endowment for the Arts, the 
City of San Jose; and the Santa Clara 
Valley Quilt Association. Additional 
sponsors include NBC11, the San Jose 
Mercury News, Britex Fabrics, Kona 
Bay Fabrics, Heritage Bank of Com-
merce and the Montgomery Hotel.

Three of our Saturn Returns 
artists are represented in the 
Museum Store, where we’ve been 
stocking up on exceptional holiday 
gifts. Judith Content is known 
for her hand-dyed, pieced, quilted 
and appliqued silk wall pieces. She 
uses a unique adaptation of the 
Japanese “shibori” dye technique 
to create intricate patterns of 
infi nite variation. The store carries 
her scarves and necklaces. 

Contemporary quilt artist 
Therese May’s works include 
embellished, painted, and mixed 
media art quilts. She’s been par-
ticularly infl uenced by the animal 
and plant images of early Ameri-
can Folk Art. She teaches and lec-
tures on painted and embellished 
quilts. The store has both quilts 
and cards from Therese. 

Linda MacDonald left the hustle 
and bustle of the Bay Area years 
ago to settle in Willits, Calif., in 
Mendocino County. Her quilts 
combine humor and a graphic 
style to illustrate “the zone of 
interaction between nature and 
the human presence.” The store 
currently offers cards and prints of 
her work.

Also in stock is the Saturn Re-
turns: Back to the Future of Fiber 
Art 30th Anniversary Exhibition 
Catalog. This high quality, full-
color catalog includes images of all 
sixty six pieces in the exhibition 
and is available for only $19.95 
plus tax. Purchase yours in the 
Museum Store during regular 
Museum hours or order by phone 
at 408.971.0323 x14. Phone orders 
will be shipped by Priority Mail 
for a $5.00 shipping and handling 
charge. Order yours now while 
supplies last.

Signs of a Shift, 1999 by Christine Laffer. 
Bas-relief tapestry. Linen, wool, cotton, 
silk, 57” x 22” x 8”

Maze Girl, 2006 by Lia Cook. 
Woven cotton, 80” x 53”
Maze Girl is part of a series of works ex-
ploring face maps and mazes.
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Britex Fabrics is a proud sponsor 
of the Museum’s 30th Anniversary 
Saturn Returns exhibition.  A 
San Francisco landmark, Britex 
Fabrics is a family-run business 
celebrating its 55th year in busi-
ness, and has been serving genera-
tions of sewers and quilters since 
1952.

This renowned fabric emporium 
fi lls 10,000 square feet of retail 
space. The fi rst of its four fl oors 
is fi lled with thousands of bolts 
of woolens, countless silks, Euro-
pean brocades, couture velvets and 
laces. The second fl oor contains a 
full range of lush cottons and lin-
ens from all over the world as well 
as a boutique full of hand-selected 
home decor fabrics. The third fl oor 
contains its own wall of buttons 
(over 36,000 styles), miles of rib-
bons, notions, patterns, and yarn. 
The fourth fl oor offers customers 
a treasure trove of remnants to 
bargain hunt along with fabulous 
fake furs, and leather skins.

Britex Fabrics has successfully 
spanned the decades due to its 
abundant, well edited, and well 
organized stock as well as its 
knowledgeable, friendly sales staff 
who, combined, speak over fi fteen 
languages. As an added service 
for out-of-town shoppers, the store 
also offers Britex-by-Mail. For 
more information on everything 
Britex Fabrics has to offer, please 
visit www.britexfabrics.com.

San Francisco Landmark 
Serving Quilters Since 
1952

Right: Sequence, 2006 by Kay Kahn. 
Quilted, pieced, appliquéd, hand and 
machine stitched, constructed. Cotton, silk, 
felt, wire grid; 36” x 14.75” x 6.75” 

Left: Sisters, 2006 by Susan 
Shie. Whole cloth painting, 
drawn; colors painted with 
airbrush and airpen, machine 
quilted, hand stitched border. 
Paint on cotton; 63” x 55”

Saturn Returns Artist List

Adela Akers, Guerneville, CA
Polly Barton, Santa Fe, NM
Jim Bassler, San Pedro, CA
Archie Brennan, New York, NY
Judith Content, Palo Alto, CA
Lia Cook, Berkeley, CA
Candace Crockett, San Francisco, CA
Nancy Crow, Baltimore, OH
Michael A. Cummings, New York, NY
Joe Cunningham, San Francisco, CA
Virginia Davis, Berkeley, CA
Radka Donnell, Cambridge, MA
Nancy Erickson, Missoula, MT
Kay Khan, Santa Fe, NM
Christine Laffer, San Jose, CA
Jean Pierre Larochette & Yael Lurie, 
Berkeley, CA

Linda MacDonald, Willits, CA
Therese May, San Jose, CA
Ruth B. McDowell, Winchester, MA
Katie Pasquini Masopust, Santa Fe, NM 
Yvonne Porcella, Modesto, CA
Jon Eric Riis, Atlanta, GA
Miriam Nathan-Roberts, Berkeley, CA
Joan Schulz, Sunnyvale, CA 
Joyce Scott, Baltimore, MD
Kay Sekimachi, Berkeley, CA
Susan Shie, Wooster, OH
Carol Shinn, Fort Collins, CO
Consuelo Underwood, Cupertino, CA
Katherine Westphal, Berkeley, CA



6     San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles     

In the leadership training I’ve 
received over the past several 
years, I’ve learned that one “best 
practice” for executive directors of 
non-profi t organizations is to begin 
the day thanking three people. But 
I have to tell you, when I sit down 
each morning to consider who to 
thank, I often fi nd myself feeling 
overwhelmed because of how many 
people I owe thanks to.  

So in the spirit of Thanksgiving, I 
want to thank all of you who—in 
big and small ways—have played 
a role in founding, building and 
sustaining this Museum. That 
includes past and present staff, 
volunteers, board members, 
museum members, patrons, 
visitors, and the program offi cers 
at the corporations, foundations 
and governmental entities who 
have given time, talent, and 
fi nancial resources.  Institution 
building takes collective effort, 
and you have all contributed to 
that effort.  

On the occasion of our 30th 
anniversary, I especially want 
to thank—not only the artists 
who accepted our invitation to 
participate in Saturn Returns: 
Back to the Future of Fiber 
Art—but all the artists whose 
work has been exhibited by this 
Museum since its inception. There 
would be no need for a museum of 
quilts and textiles if there weren’t 
people—past and present—
creating them.

I also want to thank the founding 
members of our Saturn Donor 
Circle—Susan Ellis and Mark 
Linton, Mary and Clint Gilliland, 
Lynne McCreight, and Connie 

and Eric Tiegel—for investing 
so generously and strategically 
in this Museum’s program and 
organizational development on the 
occasion of its 30th anniversary.  
The scope and depth of the 
exhibits and public programming 
we’ve undertaken in 2007 was 
unprecedented and would not 
have been possible without the 
visionary philanthropy of these 
individuals.  

Finally, I want to thank Paul and 
Sheri Robbins for the leadership 
role they have taken in enabling 
the Museum to achieve its goal of 

acquiring work 
from the 30th 
anniversary 
exhibition for 
the permanent 
collection.  I am 
honored and 
delighted to 
announce that 
they have made 
a gift which 
has made it 
possible for us to 
acquire Judith 
Content’s Chasm, 
a stunning, 
shibori-dyed silk 
quilted landscape 
painting. 
Surely, this is a 
turning point in 
the Museum’s 
capacity to 
collect, exhibit 
and celebrate the 
quilts and textiles 
that—trite as it 
may sound—are 
the fabrics of our 
lives. As I sit 
down with family 
and friends to eat 
turkey this year, 
I’ll be thinking of 
you all. 
   

November 2007

Director’s Corner

Chasm by Judith Content. Hand-dyed 
(arashi-shibori technique) pieced silk, 
46”x86”; gift of Paul and Sheri Robbins.

Fashionable First Friday: A 
Collaboration with Peninsula 
Wearable Arts Guild

Treat yourself to a fun-fi lled eve-
ning of unique and artistic cloth-
ing and accessories, at 6pm and 
10pm, Friday, December 7, 2007.
Entrance to the fashion show and 
the Museum are both free to the 
public.
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Early last month NBC11, one of 
our 30th anniversary media spon-
sors, introduced NBC11 Home-
Town (www.nbc11hometown.com), 
an online community comprised 
of neighborhood Web sites that 
combine stories from NBC11.com 
with news and business reviews 
contributed by viewers. NBC11 
journalists participate in the 
neighborhoods and may bring sto-
ries from the Web site to NBC11 
newscasts.

“NBC11 HomeTown brings our 
viewers closer to the news gath-

ering and reporting process, and 
gives people a way to tell the 
stories that are important to their 
neighborhood,” said NBC11 Presi-
dent and General Manager Rich 
Cerussi. “Every neighborhood in 
the Bay Area has its own politics, 
personality and concerns. We want 
all those stories to be heard and 
NBC11 HomeTown is a great way 
for that to happen.”

NBC11 HomeTown is the latest 
way NBC11 is using new tech-
nologies to provide news and 
entertainment programming to 
Bay Area viewers. The site fea-
tures stories, reviews, events, and 
photos posted by people who live 
in your neighborhoods, a trend 

known as “hyper-local” citizen 
journalism. It also features news 
from NBC11 that is specifi c to 
your part of the Bay Area and 
weather specifi cally for your zip 
code from NBCWeatherPlus.

NBC11 HomeTown is for people 
who are active in their communi-
ties and passionate about their 
neighborhoods. It’s a way to tell 
stories that might otherwise be 
overlooked (like a great new mu-
seum exhibit), and for neighbors to 
share their experiences with local 
businesses and services. Regis-
ter today and start sharing your 
stories.

Viewers Share Their Neighborhood News on NBC11 Hometown

Last month the Museum Board of 
Trustees elected new offi cers and 
added two new members: Yvonne 
Porcella (a Saturn Returns artist) 
and Kristen Pezone. As an artist, 
author and 
teacher for 
more than 40 
years, Yvonne 
has played 
a leading 
role in the 
expansion of 
interest in art quilts through 
her cutting edge textile work in 
weaving, dyeing and quilting as 
well as through her organizational 
leadership. She is a founder and 
past-president of Studio Art 
Quilt Associates. In 1998 she was 
inducted into the Quilters Hall of 
Fame, Marion, IN, and became 
the 5th recipient of the Silver Star 
Award. Her work has toured in 
national and international shows 
of contemporary American quilt 
makers and is actively collected 

by individuals and corporations. 
When asked once about the need 
for a museum like ours, she 
responded, “Quilts are often buried 
within other museums where 
textile arts rarely have designated 
gallery space. Museums that 
specialize contribute intellectual 
interest for many people who 
in the past were ignorant of the 
importance of the art or objects.”

Kristen Pezone is an attorney with 
Bingham McCutcheon in East 
Palo Alto, representing employers 
in employment-related litigation. 
Her experience includes work 
with harassment, discrimination, 
and wrongful termination claims, 
and counseling employers on a 
wide range of personnel policies 
and procedures. Her interest in 
the Museum stems from a love of 
art and family ties. “Women on 
both sides of my family were and 
are textile artists, and I feel that 
there is not enough recognition or 
support for textile arts. Getting 
involved in the Museum is one 
way I can show my support.”

The Museum staff also added 
a new member, Store Manager 
Michelle Mello. Michelle’s eclectic 
past includes on-line marketing, 
project management and 
bartending. A San Jose native, 
Michelle moved to Sweden in 2001 
to marry and 
lived there for 
fi ve of the last 
six years. While 
there, she 
studied art 
and handcraft 
including fabric 
and yarn dyeing, hand silkscreen 
printing, design, drawing, 
painting, ceramics and sculpture, 
but her real love is for hand 
weaving. “I wanted to work at 
the Museum as a way to combine 
my love of textiles, both for their 
practical use as well as artistic 
potential, with my desire to work 
in an inspiring and creative 
environment.”

New Faces at the 
Museum
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Kin Can Can-Can! 2006 by Ruth McDowell, included in the Saturn Returns exhibition. 
Machine pieced, machine quilted, cotton fabrics, thread and batting, 39”x60”  
A family portrait -- Ruth, Emily, Leah, Nancy, Susan, and Marilyn.


