
News
Current Exhibit

Premiere Contemporary Quilt 
Art Show Comes to San Jose  

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles is 
pleased to present Quilt National 2005, widely 
recognized as the premiere exhibition of con-
temporary art quilts. The collection chosen to 
travel to the Museum features 45 of the original 
81 pieces juried into Quilt National 2005, more 
than any other venue outside of its home in 
Athens, Ohio, and the only one in the western 
United States. The exhibition is accompanied by 
a full-color catalogue. Quilt National 2005 runs 
through January 7, 2007. 
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Coming Soon

The San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles will present 
two one-person shows and a 
never-before-seen exhibition 
of quilts from the permanent 
collection January 16 to April 
8, 2007. These shows explore 
a wide range of textile art 
from traditional quilt forms 
to contemporary abstract 
expressionist and collage forms. 
Between the Curtains: Bob 
Freimark’s Czech Romance, 
1970-1995 features a collection 
of bold, expressionist tapestries 
from this renowned painter, 
printmaker and teacher. The 
Etiquette of Form: Fiber Art 
by Fran Skiles offers a view 

into this innovative artist’s 
groundbreaking work in 
contemporary textile collage. 
Outside the Box: Quilts with 
Character is a fi rst-time-ever 
view of some of the more 
uncommon and quirky quilts 
from the Museum’s permanent 
collection, with pieces spanning 
from the 19th century to 21st 
century. An opening reception 
with the artists is scheduled 
for January 21, 2007 from 2:00-
4:00pm. 

Highlights

New Member 
Benefits for 2007
>> Page 5

Meet the New Staff 
>> Page 7

Fall 2006

Crosses Study, Black/Yellow by Eleanor McCain. Cottons, 
machine pieced and quilted; 68”x96”

Support for arts institutions comes from passionate supporters 
like you. Your tax-deductible gift, made before the end of 2006, 
will strengthen the Museum’s ability to continue high caliber 
programs into 2007. Now, for your convenience, you can 
make secure online donations on our website at 
www.sjquiltmuseum.org.
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A new year has begun for the San 
Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles. 
Thanks to Mary Gilliland for six 
years of guidance. Look where she 
has brought us. We have been in 
our permanent home for over a 
year and had several exhibitions 
that would not have been possible 
in the old space. We have launched 
the Capstone Campaign in order 
to pay off our building loan and 
establish an endowment for the 
future of the Museum. We have 
created naming opportunities for 
large donations to honor those who 
have been instrumental in our 
history. We are planning exhibi-
tions and programs at least three 
years out. We continue to work 
professionally and productively 
toward the goal of bringing to you, 
our supporters, the fi nest quilt and 
textile museum possible. 

This year also saw the return of 
the annual auction, albeit in a new 
way. It was a warm, wonderful 
day at the Summit Center atop the 
4th Street Garage in downtown 
San Jose. The daytime silent auc-
tion was fi lled with donated items 
from dozens of generous friends of 
the museum. Twelve artists were 
showcasing their work and demon-
strating how they do it. A steady 
stream of visitors enjoyed talking 
with the artists and bidding on 
the auction items. In the evening 
a cocktail reception highlighted 
special guests Virginia Avery and 
Jean Ray Laury. The terrifi c din-
ner was provided by The Fairmont 
Hotel. Alex Anderson was a great 
emcee and Yvonne Porcella, our 
keynote speaker, spoke about her 

generational history in San Jose 
and why she chooses to so wonder-
fully support the San Jose Muse-
um of Quilts & Textiles. Everyone 
had a lively time bidding on the 
works donated by the artists and 
other wonderful items donated 
by the likes of Steve Oliver and 
restaurateur Emile Mooser. Plans 
have begun for the auction next 
year, so get yourselves ready to 
join us with donations and in per-
son. Watch for further details in 
coming newsletters.

Don’t forget to come and see Quilt 
National 2005, on display through 
the holidays. Check out the new 
merchandise coming into the 
Museum shop as we prepare for 
the holiday season. I am looking 
forward to seeing you soon.

Sincerely,

Connie Tiegel
President
Board of Trustees 
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President’s
Letter

San Jose Museum of
Quilts & Textiles

Note Our New Hours:
Tues–Sun | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Open late for South First Fridays 
8 p.m. — 10 p.m.

Admission Fees:

•Free to members & children under 13
•$6.50 Adults 
•$5 Seniors & Students with ID
•Free to the public fi rst Friday of
  each month

Museum Board
of Trustees

Connie Tiegel, President
Gloria Debs Kahn, Vice President
Terumi Irizawa, Secretary
Sarabelle Hitchner, Treasurer
Irwin Bear
Susan Bickford
Sandra Duncan
Mary Evans
Connie Tiegel
Kerri Thomson
Jennifer Vickers
Glenn Young

Museum Staff

Jane Przybysz
  Executive Director
Tom Snell
  Business Manager
Deborah Corsini
  Exhibits Coordinator
Stacey Layton
  Development Assistant
ConnieDeWitt
  Marketing Director
Tracey Appleton
  Store Manager
Kristen Calvert
  Visitor Services
Joyce Hulbert
  Collections Manager
Sylvia Carroll
  Educational Outreach
Denise Martin
  Arts Express
Sandra Duncan
  Newsletter Editor 

Auctioneer Greg Quiroga kept the audi-
ence hopping at the Benefi t Gala. See 
story, page 3. Photo by Gergory Case.
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Benefit Gala a Big 
Success

Sunday, October 8 we held our 
fi rst annual Benefi t Gala – Essence 
of Art: Quilts, Textiles, Fine Wine. 
It was a day and evening full 
of fun and generous support for 
the Museum. Held at the Fourth 
Street Summit Center in down-
town San Jose, the day began with 
twelve textile artists demonstrat-
ing their techniques while visitors 
cruised rows of tables lined with 
dozens of silent auction items 
from art quilts and garments to 
gift baskets and wine. The Art-
ists-in-Action –Alex Anderson, 
Leilani Bennett, Robin Cowley, 
Judith Content, Linda Gass, Anne 

Lamborne, Therese May, Margaret 
Miller, Marilou Moschetti, Cedide 
Olcay, and Barbara Shapiro– chat-
ted with old friends and new fans, 
sharing the beauty of their work. 
Each also donated a work of art for 
our live auction that evening. 

Wine tasting 
hosted by Wente 
Vineyards kicked 
off the evening 
event. Legendary 
quilt artist and 
jazz pianist Vir-
ginia Avery pro-
vided musical entertainment and 
Jean Ray Laury regaled us with 
her humorous poetry. The tables 
were dressed with wine bottles in 
“jackets” made by volunteer Darcy 
Fowkes. Connie Tiegel, chairper-
son for the event, welcomed guests 
and introduced our master of 
ceremonies for the evening, Alex 
Anderson. After Yvonne Porcella’s 
delightful keynote, auctioneer 
Greg Quiroga of Reynolds & 
Buckley, took the stage to begin 
a lively evening of bidding on the 
pieces from our Artists-in-Action, 
golf and wine packages, items 

from Yvonne Porcella’s and Vir-
ginia Avery’s collections, a studio 
tour with Jean Ray Laury, winery 
and museum tours, and a gourmet 
dinner for ten. The top-selling item 
- at $1,500 - was a golf package for 
four at the Spyglass golf course in 
Pebble Beach.

In all, the event raised just over 
$35,000 to support Museum opera-
tions. This event would not have 
been possible without the tireless 
help of dozens of volunteers and 
the generous donations of those 
listed below. Thank you once again 
for your wonderful support.

2Fabulous Salon
Donna Alger
Almaden Valley Athletic Club
Amador Valley Quilters
American Musical Theater
Alex Anderson
Virginia Avery
Craig Babcock
Nancy Babcock
Bargetto Winery’s Donation 
Committee
Irwin Bear
Leilani Bennett
Beringer Vineyards
Susan Bickford
Birch of Los Altos
Janice Bonnet
Buck’s of Woodside
Joy Busch
Byington Winery & Vineyard
C & T Publishing
Penny Canario
Sylvia Carroll
Joan Chamberlain
Leslie Coe

Judith Content
Corona Wealth Management 
Group
Terri Cowan
Robin Cowley Textile Art
Brenda Croak
Virginia Davis
Doug Dawson
Carole Donovan
Dana Dornsife
Sherry Drabin
Linda Drouin
Sandra Duncan
Susan Dunning
Anita Dyer
Jean Eichelberger
Judi Eichler
Emile’s Restaurant
Mary Evans
Everett Ridge Vineyards & 
Winery
Fabric ‘n’ Fun
Bev Fisher
Fosters Wine Estates

Darcy Fowkes
Patricia Freeman
From Me to You Patterns
Linda Gass
The Golf Club at Genoa Lakes
Kathy Gilbert
Anita Goddard
Ed Golden
Rita Jean Gonzalez
Jean Gray
Barbara Grossman
June Hamilton
Hearts Delight Quilting 
Company
Estate of Lucy Hilty
Sarabelle Hitchner
Florence Houser
Joan Hughes
Pat Hunter
Terumi Irizawa
Anne Irwin
Nancy Riddle Iversen
Gloria Debs Kahn
Cynthia Kearney
Deborah Koenig
Anne Lamborn
Jean Ray Laury

Le Papillon
Carole Leibzeit
J. Lohr Vineyards & Wine
Isabelle Long
Karen Markley
Therese May
Diana McClun
Margaret Miller
Mission Hills Gallery
Sylvia and Bill Moore
Donna Morrissey
Marilou Moschetti
Netzel Associates
Laura Nownes
Cedide Olcay
Nancy K. & Steven H Oliver
P & B Textiles
Loretta Pehanich
Peninsula Quilters
Picchetti Winery
Yvonne Porcella
Prairie Queens Quilt Shop
Jane Przybysz
Quilter’s Paintbox
Quilter’s Studio
Carolyn Ronstad
Roudon-Smith Winery

Sandra Rude
Marina Salume
Kathy Sandbach
Santa Cruz Mountains Wine-
growers Assn.
Savannah Chanelle Vineyards
Donna Schneider
Charlotte Scholberg
Joan Schulze
Cathy Shanahan
Barbara Shapiro
Tom Snell
Carol Stanford
Tahoe-Donner Resort
TBA Mini Group
Testarossa Vineyards
Kerri Thomson
Connie Tiegel
Karen Traiger
Els van Baarle
Jennifer Vickers
Lynn Virgilio
Wente Vineyards
Vicki Wildman
Wine Styles 
James  & Christine Younkin
Zin Restaurant & Wine Bar

Attendees enjoyed the jazz stylings of 
Virginia Avery.*

Above Left: Emcee Alex Anderson.*
Below: The silect auction offered some-
thing for everyone.  
*Photos by Gregory Case.

Many Thanks to our Generous
 “Essence of Art” Donors: 
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Quilt National Comes 
to San Jose (from page 1)

Begun in 1979 as an exhibition 
venue for quilt makers working 
outside the traditional main-
stream, Quilt National has evolved 
into the world’s foremost peer-ju-
ried exhibition of contemporary 
quilt art. The brainchild of well-
known Ohio artist Nancy Crow, 
among others, Quilt National 
opens every other year at the 
Dairy Barn Southeastern Cultural 
Arts Center in Athens, Ohio. At 
the close of the exhibition, the col-
lection is broken into three parts, 
which then travel the country for 
two years. With its three galleries, 
the San Jose Museum of Quilts & 
Textiles is able to display two of 
the three traveling collections. 

The entire collection of Quilt 
National 2005 showcases 81 
works chosen from more than 
1,200 entries, representing artists 
from all over the world. The fi nal 
exhibition presents a complex, 
ever-expanding and evolving view 
of the quilt as a fi ne art medium. A 
satisfying and challenging mix of 
established and emerging artists, 
the exhibition embraces the quilt 
as art, from interpretations of the 

traditional bed coverings to the 
use of high-tech materials and 
techniques, from personal expres-
sion to universal appeal.

For the past 25 years, artists from 
all over the world who have chosen 
quilt making as a fi ne art medium, 
have submitted their work to this 
prestigious biennial exhibition in 
the hopes of adding Quilt National 
to their resumes. Quilt National 
2005 was selected by a panel of 
three jurors, each uniquely quali-
fi ed for the job. M. Joan Lintault 
is a well-known and respected con-
temporary artist who was an early 
proponent of various forms of fi ber 
as a fi ne art medium. Her ethereal 
and distinctive work, with a strong 
emphasis on surface design, has 
been widely exhibited internation-
ally, and is held in numerous pub-
lic and private collections. Award-
winning Bay Area artist Miriam 
Nathan Roberts is known inter-
nationally for her striking and 
complex visual constructions. Her 
style and visual vocabulary are in-
stantly recognizable, a sophisticat-
ed blending of color, perspective, 
mass and scale that refl ects our 
complex world and modern aes-
thetics. Roberts’s work has been 
widely exhibited and published, 

including numerous appearances 
over the years in Quilt National. 
Mark Richard Leach is the found-
ing director of the Mint Museum of 
Craft + Design in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. In addition to curating, 
teaching and lecturing, he has 
moderated panels on public and 
environmental art, art criticism, 
and curatorship. 

Quilt National 2005 is produced 
and circulated by the Dairy Barn 
Southeastern Ohio Cultural Arts 
Center, Athens, Ohio. Quilt Na-
tional 2005 has been supported, 
in part, by “Advancing the Arts 
Initiative,” an initiative of Com-
munity Foundation Silicon Valley, 
funded by the James Irvine Foun-
dation and the David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation; by a grant 
from Arts Council Silicon Valley, 
in partnership with the County 
of Santa Clara and the California 
Arts Council; the City of San Jose; 
the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation; East Bay Heritage 
Quilters; harmonia mundi; and the 
Santa Clara Valley Quilt Associa-
tion.

The Museum’s presentation of 
Quilt National 2005 is dedicated 
to the memory of project director 
Hilary Morrow Fletcher.

PaMdora’s Box by Pam RuBert. Cottons, digital photos, beads; fused applique, machine 
pieced and quilted; 43”x71”

Kaleidoscopic XXX: Tree Grate, 53rd 
and 7th by Paula Nadelstern, Cotton, silk; 
machine pieced, hand quilted; 52”x59”
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Meet Me at the Museum

The next time you’re planning an event consider holding it at the San 
Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles. The Museum’s Event Space and 
Galleries are available for rental at reasonable rates with discounts for 
museum members. 

The Event Space is suitable for receptions, lectures and meetings. Food 
and drink are allowed only in this space. An adjacent room, with space for 
caterer set-up, includes a refrigerator. The room can seat up to 48.   

The Museum’s three galleries can accommodate up to 200 people.  Use 
of the galleries may be limited by the nature of the exhibitions, so it is a 
good idea to arrange a visit in advance to see what space is available dur-
ing a particular exhibit.  Some groups have rented chairs and used the 
largest of the three galleries for lectures or ceremonies.  No food or drink 
is allowed in the galleries.  

Rental Fees
Rental periods need to include preparation, breakdown and clean-up 
time.  The renter is responsible for all set-up, service, and clean up costs 
for the event, as well as catering costs.  A limited inventory of audio/
visual equipment, tables and chairs are available from the Museum; ad-
ditional fees may apply. 

Event Space Rental                          Private         Non-profi t or                  
(with right to see current exhibit)      Rate           Member Rate

During Museum Hours:                   $125/hr           $100/hr
Before or After Museum Hours:      $175/hr           $150/hr

Event Space & Gallery Rental
During Museum Hours:                   not available        not available
Before or After Museum Hours:      $200/hr                 $175/hr

Pre-event meetings with your caterer or event planner must be scheduled 
in advance so a staff member can be present. Some other things to note: 
alcoholic beverages must be approved in advance and cannot be sold un-
less the renter has obtained a permit from the State Alcoholic Beverage 
Control. Amplifi ed music is allowed on site but the renter is responsible 
for providing all equipment.  Dancing is not allowed unless a dance fl oor 
is provided by the renter. For more information and contract require-
ments contact business manager Tom Snell at tom@sjquiltmuseum.org or 
408.971.0323 x10.

New Member Benefits 
for 2007

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & 
Textile is pleased to announce new 
benefi ts for members. Beginning in 
2007, members at the Log Cabin level 
($55) will receive reciprocal member-
ship benefi ts at more than 20 muse-
ums in the western United States who 
are members of the Western Museum 
Group. Members at the Barn-Raising 
level ($100) receive reciprocal mem-
bership at more than 150 museums 
throughout North America as part 
of the North American Reciprocal 
Museum (NARM) program. Presenta-
tion of your membership card with a 
valid WMG or NARM sticker entitles 
you to free admission during regular 
museum hours, member discounts at 
museum shops and on lecture and con-
cert tickets. In some cases, there may 
be restrictions to benefi ts. To get your 
sticker(s) and a list of participating 
museums, stop at the Museum wel-
come table after the fi rst of the year. 

Don’t miss our December program, Costume and Character in Safavid, 
Persia. Artist and historian Nazanin Shenasa will present a lecture on 
fi gural Persian textiles from the 16th and17th century. 
Sunday, December 10, 2006, 1:00-2:00pm. $10/members; 
$15/non-members. Call 408.971.0323 x14 for reservations.

Through the Eye of the 
Needle

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Tex-
tiles is pleased to co-present Through 
the Eye of the Needle: Fabric Art of Es-
ther Nisenthal Krinitz at the Judah L. 
Magnes Museum in Berkeley, Novem-
ber 20, 2006 - February 11, 2007.

In 1977, at the age of 50, Esther Nisen-
thal Krinitz began creating works of 
fabric art to tell her story of survival 
during the Holocaust. She created 
a collection of 36 fabric pictures of 
strong, vivid colors and striking details 
with meticulously stitched words to 
provide a narrative. The combined ef-
fect of story and art is powerful. 

Sunday, February 4, at 2:00pm Jane 
Przybysz will moderate a panel dis-
cussion, Conversations on Art: The 
(Fabric)ation of Memory, exploring the 
intergenerational dialogue through the 
medium of textiles. Panelists include: 
Magnes REVISIONS artist Amy Berk; 
Consuelo Underwood, textile artist and 
associate professor of fi ne arts at San 
Jose State University; and Beth Dun-
gan, independent curator.  For more 
information visit www.magnes.org.
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I have just returned from a 
14-day trip to China where, 
along with Bay Area quilt 
artist Joan Schulze, I attended 
“From Lousanne to Beijing” 4th 
International Fiber Art Biennial 
& International Fiber Art 
Symposium.  The purpose of my 
trip was to lay the groundwork 
for partnering with Beijing’s 
Tshinghua University to co-curate 
and bring a traveling exhibit of 
contemporary Asian textile art to 
the United States.  I’m pleased 
to report that thanks to Schulze’s 
advocacy, we succeeded in having 
an initial exhibit planning meeting 
with University staff that set the 
project in motion.  
 
As the Museum approaches its 
30th anniversary and enters its 

second year of operating out of 
its newly expanded facility, it is 
exciting to be embarking on our 
fi rst international collaborative 
effort.  Surely this is a sign of 
the organization entering a new 
phase of maturity.  
 
But just as the move to the 
new facility has presented the 
Museum with wonderful new 
program opportunities, it has 
occasioned growing pains. The 
need for additional staff, re-
defi ning our organizational 
culture, and longer-range 
planning soon became apparent. 
This meant restructuring staff 
positions and reconfi guring exhibit 
and fund development planning 
processes to ensure the long-term 
health of the institution. Changes 
in organizational processes 
precipitated the departure of 
several longtime staff members 
and occasioned the hiring of 

Tracey Appleton, Deborah 
Corsini, Connie DeWitt, Joyce 
Hulbert and Stacey Layton. 

Far from signaling any change 
in artistic direction for the 
Museum, the hiring of new staff 
represents a new way of working 
to more effectively realize the 
Museum’s mission.  We continue 
to be committed to promoting 
the art, craft and history of 
quilts and textiles by providing 
artists who work in an immense 
variety of fi ber media a forum for 
expressing their individual and 
community’s thoughts, emotions, 
and values.  Please join me 
in welcoming new staff members 
to the Museum as we look 
forward to the next thirty years 
of bringing high quality exhibits 
of a broad range of historical and 
contemporary quilts and textiles 
to communities locally, nationally 
and internationally.

November 2006

Director’s Corner

Meet the New Staff and 
Board Members

The Museum has been fortunate 
to bring exciting new talent to 
the staff and board in the last few 
months. Exhibits Coordinator 
Deborah 
Corsini’s multi-
faceted career 
includes teaching 
weaving at City 
College of San 
Francisco, owning 
a small hand-craft 
business – Woven Silks – in which 
she dyed and wove one-of-a-kind 
ikat silk scarves, and working as 
creative director and designer for 
P&B Textiles designing fabrics for 
the quilt market. It is in this posi-
tion that she gained her extensive 
knowledge and appreciation for 
the art of the quilt. She exhibits 

her woven tapestries nationally 
and recently the U.S. State De-
partment purchased her work 
for American embassies in Sofi a, 
Bulgaria and Astana, Kazakhstan. 
Active in the textile community, 
Corsini serves as president of 
Tapestry Weavers West and is a 
former board member of the Tex-
tile Arts Council of the De Young 
Museum. She has juried fi ber art 
and quilt exhibitions and annu-
ally curates art exhibitions at the 
Sanchez Art Center in Pacifi ca.

Connie DeWitt joined the 
Museum as marketing director 
after studying studio spatial arts, 
including dimensional textiles at 
San Jose State University. Her 
foray into the art world came after 
a 17-year career in marketing and 
product management at telecom-
munications companies.  Most 

recently, DeWitt 
was vice president 
of marketing at 
Concentric Net-
work and Sigma 
Networks.  “I feel 
a personal con-
nection to textile 
arts – my grandmother was an 
avid quilter and she passed her 
knowledge down to me when I was 
a young girl. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to be able to combine 
my passion for the arts with my 
corporate marketing and entrepre-
neurial experience.”  DeWitt holds 
a bachelor’s degree in Electrical 
Engineering from Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology and currently 
has a patent pending for a device 
she invented to prevent positional 
plagiocephaly.

>> Page 7
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Museum Shop 
Re-Energized

Start your holiday shopping at the 
newly revamped Museum Store. 
You will fi nd loads of one-of-a-kind 
pieces from many new artists as 
well as your old favorites, thanks 
to the direction of Tracey Apple-
ton, our new shop manager. 
Appleton is an artisan with a 
passion for ethnic textiles and 
a background in retail manage-
ment and sales. She has hands-on 
experience with dyeing, spinning, 
weaving, garment construction, 
pattern-making, beading, felting 
and knitting. Her retail manage-

ment experience 
includes buying, 
merchandising, 
employee train-
ing and customer 
relations. “I took 
this job because 
I see all of this 
wonderful artistic 
talent around me and I wanted an 
opportunity showcase the artists 
in a place where people would 
take notice and they would get the 
respect they deserve. It was also 
a chance to get back out into the 
work force and still be involved 
with the textiles that I love so 
much. Opportunities in the textile 

fi eld don’t come along very often, 
especially in such a respected envi-
ronment.” Appleton completed a 
bachelor’s degree in Textiles and 
Design at Long Beach State Uni-
versity and designed and market-
ed a personal clothing line before 
moving to Northern California. 

Appleton has a special dona-
tion request for the store:
We need a device to play video 
and music so that customers 
can see and hear clips from the 
items we sell in the store. If you 
can help, contact Appleton at 
tracey@sjquiltmuseum.org.

Collections Manager Joyce 
Hulbert joins the 
Museum with 
18 years of experi-
ence as a textile 
conservator in 
private practice 
in the Bay Area. 
Hulbert started her professional 
career in textiles with a degree 
in Textile Technology and Design 
from North Carolina State, then 
spent four years in New York City, 
where she was a member of the 
Scheuer Tapestry Studio weaving 
French pictorial tapestry. With her 
husband, architect Mark Hulbert, 
she moved to San Francisco in 
1985. They live in Berkeley, where 
Hulbert also maintains a studio 
as an artist in assemblage/collage, 
drawing, and tapestry.

Stacey Layton, our new devel-
opment assis-
tant, recently 
relocated from 
Southern Califor-
nia where she was 
a program assis-
tant at the Califor-
nia Endowment, a 
non-profi t health foundation. Her 
varied background also includes 
work in the fi elds of fashion design 

and interior design. Layton has 
a bachelor’s degree in Art and a 
secondary teaching credential, 
both from San Jose State Univer-
sity. Though her career path has 
led her away from the classroom, 
she says, “I love seeing children 
come into the museum and be able 
to encourage them to explore their  
creativity.”

Board member Kerri Thomson 
worked for several 
years as a Systems 
Engineer in the 
Australian Defense 
industry. Recent 
experience involved 
managing and train-
ing a software test 
group for a Silicon Valley start-up.  
She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Electrical Engineering and a grad-
uate degree in Management from 
Swinburne University of Technol-
ogy, Australia. Thomson was intro-
duced to quilting when she moved 
to the U.S. eight years ago and 
has been exploring her creative 
side through fabric since then. She 
currently works as a long arm 
quilter at the Prairie Queens Quilt 
Shop in San Jose. Thomson says 
she was attracted to the Museum 
for its telling of women’s stories 

through quilts and textiles.

Jennifer (Jenn) Vickers joins 
the Museum as our newest 
board member. “Art has always 
been an integral part of my life, 
and the fi ber arts 
– including weaving, 
spinning, felting, and 
now a little quilting 
– are my personal 
areas of interest.” 
She lived in London, 
England for most of 
her formative years. Then after 
completing a bachelor’s degree in 
Art History at Clark University 
she worked at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York and 
the Asian Art Museum in San 
Francisco.  She later obtained a 
master’s degree in Counseling 
Psychology and worked at Massa-
chusetts General Hospital.  Since 
relocating to San Jose in 2002, she 
has been active with the Glenna 
Harris Weavers Guild and recently 
began weaving with hand-dyed 
yarns. “I’m excited about joining 
such an incredible gem of an orga-
nization and hope to build on the 
Museum’s fantastic educational 
opportunities to include more 
weaving.”
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Living legends Jean Ray Laury, Virginia Avery and Yvonne Porcella join Executive Director Jane Przybysz 
at the Museum’s Benefit Gala — Essence of Art: Quilts, Textiles, Fine Wine.  See story, page 3. 
Photo by Gregory Case. 


