
News
Grand Opening

Museum Celebrates New 
Downtown Location  

The San Jose Museum of Quilts & Textiles, recognized 
in 2005 as one of the top 10 attractions in San Jose, 
opened the doors of its newly renovated facility at 520 
South First Street with a Grand Opening Celebra-
tion Saturday, September 17, 2005. San Jose Mercury 
News columnist Leigh Weimers emceed the event and 
was joined by special guests Mayor Ron Gonzales, Vice 
Mayor Cindy Chavez and Bruce Davis, executive direc-
tor of Arts Council Silicon Valley for the offi cial dedica-
tion and ribbon-cutting ceremony.
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Coming Soon
 
Sunday, November 27 the 
Museum is hosting a Spinning 
Day from 10:00-4:00. Spinners 
are invited to bring their wheels 
and spend the day spinning and 
getting to know more about the 
Museum. Street parking is free.

In December, the Museum will 
host a slide lecture by Hilary 
Fletcher, executive director of 
Quilt National. “Gathering the 
Goodies: Experiences of an Art 
Quilt Collector” will explore the 
basic principles of collecting and 
display and management of a 
textile collection in the home 
environment. The lecture takes 
place Thursday, December 15, 
7:00-8:30pm. Seating is limited 
and reservations are required. 
The cost for Museum members 

is $10; $15 for non-members. 
Plan to come early and do 
some holiday shopping at the 
Museum Store. For reservations 
call 408-971-0323 x10.

Opening January 17, 2006 
is Jean Ray Laury: A Life 
by Design. Artist, designer, 
author, teacher and social 
commentator, Jean Ray Laury 

was at the cutting edge of 
the contemporary textile art 
movement that began in the 
late 1960s and has remained an 
enormously infl uential fi gure. 
An opening reception will be 
held Sunday, January 22, 2:00-
4:00pm. The exhibition will be 
on display until April 9, 2006.

Left: Blue Checkered Cloth, 1978, 19” x 27”
Appliqued felt, Jean Ray Laury
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We’ve moved! We had a superb 
Grand Opening celebration on 
September 17, with city dignitar-
ies, textile artists, and hundreds 
of friends and supporters of the 
Museum present for the festivi-
ties. Mayor Ron Gonzalez had to 
tear, not cut, the opening ribbon 
(does this say something about 
the strength of our organization?), 
then spoke eloquently of the blos-
soming of San Jose’s art commu-
nity. Leigh Weimers, columnist 
at the San Jose Mercury News, 
served ably as Master of Ceremo-
nies.

Our three new galleries are now 
exhibiting Traditions in Transi-
tion: Three Views of the Permanent 
Collection. We can be very proud of 
our collection’s variety of textiles. 
If you have not yet visited the 
new location, make plans to come. 
Bring friends, too!

As I said last time, even though 
we have moved, we haven’t left 
behind our monthly expenses. 
While we won’t be paying rent in 
the future, we do need to repay our 
investors, so the building can be 
owned totally by SJMQT. 

Contributions, whether to the 
general fund or specifi cally to the 
520 South First project, are still 
needed. Please be as generous as 
you are able. When you visit our 
new home, you’ll see how well we 
have made use of your donations 
thus far.

Again, I want to thank everyone 
who has helped with our project, 

whether with ideas, time or dona-
tions. We couldn’t have done it 
without you!

With the opening of our new facil-
ity, the Museum is embarking 
on a whole new era of program 
and organizational growth. As 
we celebrate what has been ac-
complished to date, we invite you 
to join us—the Museum board, 
staff and volunteers—in charting 
and navigating the organization’s 
future.

Best wishes,
Mary Turner Gilliland
President, Board of Trustees
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President’s
Letter

San Jose Museum of
Quilts & Textiles

Hours:

Tues–Sun | 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursday evenings | open until 8 p.m.

Admission Fees:

•Free to members & children under 13
•$5 Adults 
•$4 Seniors & Students with ID
•Free to the public fi rst Thursday of
  each month

Museum Board
of Directors

Mary Turner Gilliland
  President
Gloria Debs Kahn
  Vice President
Terumi Irizawa
  Secretary
Sarabelle Hitchner
  Treasurer
Irwin Bear
Susan Bickford
Sandra Duncan
Mary Evans
Sharon Knopf
Connie Tiegel
Glenn Young

Museum Staff

Jane Przybysz
  Executive Director
Robin Treen
  Exhibits Director 
Tom Snell
  Business Manager
Kathleen Kenyon
  Associate Curator
Sylvia Carroll
  Educational Outreach
Cindy Singletary
  Collections Manager
Denise Martin
  Arts Express
Sandra Duncan
  Newsletter Editor

Photos by Gregory Case

Left to right: Leigh Weimers, Master of Ceremo-
nies, columnist for the San Jose Mercury News; 
Mary Turner Gilliland, President of the Board of 
Trustees; Bruce Davis, Executive Director, Arts 
Council Silicon Valley.

Call for Volunteers

The educational outreach 
program is looking for more 
volunteers to present programs 
in 2nd and 5th grade classes 
throughout Santa Clara Coun-
ty. It’s fun and easy and your 
commitment can be as little as 
one day a month. To fi nd out 
more call Sylvia Carroll at 408-
293-3787.
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Bay Area Artist Joins 
Museum Board

The San Jose Museum of Quilts 
& Textiles elected Atherton artist 
Connie Tiegel to its board of trust-
ees. Known for her award-winning 
fabric dyeing and design, Tiegel 
said she learned to express herself 
through fabric art as an antidote 
to “empty nest syndrome” in the 
early 1990s.

“I visited a friend in England and 
watched her hand quilt a beauti-
ful Hawaiian quilt. I was drawn 
by the simplicity of the idea of 
needle and thread creating such a 
beautiful work of art.” She went on 
to study with such artists as Jane 
Dunnewold, Yvonne Porcella and 
Anne Johnson, and began gaining 
national recognition in 2003. She 
loves to travel and many of her 
designs come from photos she’s 
taken on her journeys. She’s also 
an active Museum volunteer.

“The more I volunteered and 
learned, the more I wanted to be 

part of this dynamic organiza-
tion. I joined the Museum because 
I believe that it is important to 
document efforts at communica-
tion, especially from the normally 
unheard. I believe that quilters 
are a quiet bunch and have their 
say through their quilts. It is im-
portant to preserve those thoughts 
and ideas for future generations. 
We often learn the best when we 
look back for lessons from history.

“I also believe in the educational 
role of the Museum. Encouraging 
people to discover a new area of 
expression, and encouraging oth-
ers to try this form for their own 
expression may bring forth a new 

Picasso or Michelangelo or Cas-
satt…I hope my contributions will 
help the Museum realize its goals.” 

Tiegel’s work is exhibited at 
the ArtCloth Art Gallery in San 
Carlos, and can be seen at www.
artquiltsonline.com. She also holds 
a bachelor’s degree in Nursing 
from the University of San Fran-
cisco. 

The museum also announced of-
fi cers for its 2005-2006 fi scal year: 
President Mary Turner Gilliland, 
Vice President Gloria Debs Kahn, 
Secretary Terumi Irizawa and 
Treasurer Sarabelle Hitchner.

Left: Connie Tiegel (right) with fellow artist 
Linda Gass.

Traditions in Transition: Three Views of the 
Permanent Collection has been supported, in part, 
by “Advancing the Arts Initiative,” an initiative 
of Community Foundation Silicon Valley, funded 
by the James Irvine Foundation and the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation; by a grant from 
Arts Council Silicon Valley, in partnership with 
the County of Santa Clara and the California 
Arts Council; the city of San Jose; the David and 
Lucile Packard Foundation; and the Santa Clara 
Valley Quilt Association.

Current Exhibit

The Dance by Barbara Mortenson 
(1995) is a contemporary mixed 
media piece included in Part 
III of our inaugural exhibition, 
Traditions in Transition:  Three 
Views of the Permanent Collection. 
The exhibition is drawn entirely 
from the Museum’s signifi cant 
holdings and showcases the 
Museum’s diverse collection of 
historical and contemporary 
textile art from around the world. 
It will be on view through January 
8, 2006.
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Grand Opening 
(from page 1)

“The grand 
opening and 
inaugural 
exhibition 
celebrate the 
Museum’s 
roots, its 

traditions and its founders, a 
forward-thinking group of women 
who saw the need to create an 
institution that would raise the 
visibility of quilts and textiles as 
an art form,” said Jane Przybysz, 
executive director of the 
Museum. “This new permanent 
home will allow us to realize the 
Museum’s potential to become a 
nationally signifi cant exhibiting, 
teaching and collecting art 
institution.”

“The power of partnership has 
made the San Jose Museum of 
Quilts & Textiles a treasure for 
our entire community,” said Mayor 
Gonzales. “I’m proud that this 
beautiful new museum will be a 
national showcase for textile arts 
here in San Jose.”

The celebration featured activities 
for all ages including facility 

tours, gallery talks with Museum 
Curator Robin Treen and artist 
Yvonne Porcella, educational 
presentations, and meet-the-
artist sessions with Judith 
Content, Caroline Dahl, Linda 

Gass, Charlotte Scholberg and 
Connie Tiegel. Tours that took 
visitors behind the scenes and 
into our back rooms featured 

demonstrations of a computerized 
Ahrens & Violette Loom by 
Sheila O’Hara and HP scanning 
and printing technology by C&T 
Publishing’s Lynn Koolish. Raffl e 
drawings, live entertainment and 
refreshments rounded out the day. 

The new facility is more than 
four times the size of the previous 
home of the museum. Designed 
by Kitty Myers of Hardison, 
Komatsu, Ivelich & Tucker, the 
11,000-square-foot ground fl oor 
includes a lobby, gift shop, three 

Executive Director Jane Przybysz thanked special 
guests at the opening ceremony.

Left to right: Alex Anderson, host and star of “Simply Quilts” on HGTV; Yvonne 
Porcella, artist, author and founder of Studio Art Quilt Associates; Irwin Bear, 
owner of P&B Textiles and museum board member.  

Hundreds of visitors brought their fabric “tickets” to place on a design wall.

Museum founder Sylvia Moore (right) with 
co-founder and current board Vice President 
Gloria Debs Kahn.



galleries, a classroom/event 
space, workspace for exhibit 

and collection preparation, and 
collection storage. Oliver & 
Company, Inc. served as general 
contractor on the project. An 
additional 2,400 square feet 
upstairs will eventually house 
staff offi ces, a board room and 
research library. 

The building was originally 
constructed in 1923 by Tony Costa 
and Harry Miller as a building 
and construction supply store, 
then operated as a sporting goods 
store, and then a thrift shop. 
Its distinctive Mission Revival 
architecture earned it historic 
landmark status. In late 2003, the 
Museum partnered with a group 
of private investors to purchase 

the building. The San Jose 
Redevelopment Agency provided 
$1.34 million in funding for the 
building renovation through 
its Commercial Building Loan 
Program. An additional $1.5 
million was raised through grants, 
loans and private donations. 

The Museum would like to 
gratefully acknowledge the 
Grand Opening event sponsors: 
presenting sponsor Eddie’s 

Quilting Bee; Altschuler, Melvoin 
and Glasser, LLP; Brayer Electric 
Company; Heritage Bank of 
Commerce; MODA Fabrics; 
Realty World, California Property 
Network; Alcal Roofi ng; Bernina 
of America; C&T Publishing; Kona 
Bay Fabrics; NorCal Painting 
& Waterproofi ng; Oliver & 
Company; P&B Textiles; Pacifi c 
International Quilt Festival; 

Peninsula Wearable Arts 
Group; San Jose National Bank; 
Biggs Cordosa Associates, Inc.; 
Hardison, Komatsu, Ivelich & 
Tucker; Ritchie Commercial; our 
print media sponsor the San Jose 
Mercury News; our graphic design 
and branding experts at Liquid 
Agency; our caterers Emile’s 
Restaurant, Sugar Daddy Catering 
and David Cash; our photographer 

Gregory Case; and our event 
manager, Pamela Kensinger of 
Venus Enterprises. In addition, 
generous donations of time, money 
and talent from dozens of others 
made the Grand 
Opening an event 
of unparalleled 
success for the 
Museum. Thank 
you, all.
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Eddie Leone, owner of Eddie’s Quilting 
Bee, was the Legacy Circle sponsor of 
our Grand Opening Celebration.

Outreach Coordinator and long-time board 
member Sylvia Carroll presented the 2nd grade 
program to visitors of all ages.

Sheila O’Hara demonstrated the comput-
erized Ahrens & Violette Loom during a 
behind-the-scenes tour.

Architect Kitty Myers designed our new space.

The galleries teemed with excitement throughout 
the afternoon.
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The Museum’s Grand Opening 
was successful beyond anyone’s 
expectations.  We’d planned on 350 
people attending.  But by 2pm, all 
500 Grand Opening programs had 
been snapped up and food supplies 
were pretty much exhausted.  
People were still arriving in 
clusters at 4:30pm to experience 
what the new facility has to offer. 
We fi gure that by the day’s end, 
somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 900 to 1,000 people passed 
through our doors.

As I said at the ceremony, there 
weren’t enough hours in that day 
to thank all the individuals who 
have sustained this Museum over 
the past 28 years, who have kept 
the founding vision alive, and 
who have made the dream of a 
permanent home come true. So we 
are planning multiple occasions 
to say thank you throughout this 
fi rst year of operating at the new 
space.  

Nevertheless, it was and is 
important for me to recognize 
the staff—Lourene Jolly, Kathy 
Kenyon, Tom Snell, and Robin 
Treen—whose determined 
dedication and hard work made 
it possible for me to participate in 
four facility planning projects, the 
fi nal of which has come to fruition. 
It was and is important for me 
to recognize the tremendous 
leadership shown by the Museum’s 
board with Mary Turner Gilliland 
at the helm in undertaking this 
facility project, and the tireless 
efforts of the volunteers who 
served on the Facility Planning 
Committee, particularly Tom 
Snell, who served as a volunteer 
facility project manager prior 

to joining the Museum staff. It 
was and is important to sing 
the praises of the often unsung 
volunteers like Cheryl Booton 
who make it possible for this 
institution to do all we do to 
promote the art, craft, and history 
of quilts and textiles. And fi nally, 
it was and is important to thank 
our Grand Opening marketing 
and public relations consultants 
Pamela Kensinger, Caitlin Kerk, 
and Barbara Mortkowitz for their 
passionate engagement with 
and advocacy on behalf of this 
Museum.  

For those of you who were unable 
to attend the Grand Opening, I 
want to share two stories that 
begin to capture the vision of this 
institution at this new facility.   

The week before the Grand 
Opening, Derek Huang, South 
Bay Bureau Chief for KTSF, came 
to interview me, but soon I was 
interviewing him. As he rounded 
the corner of Gallery B, where 
we are currently highlighting 
the Museum’s ethnic textile 
collection, he pointed at a small 
quilt affectionately known to the 
staff as our “Chinese critter quilt,” 
and declared, “That’s from Xi An, 
where I’m from in China.”  

He went on to explain the 
symbolism behind the creatures 
stitched on the quilt’s surface. 
They are spiders, scorpions, and 
snakes. Traditionally, women in 
the villages around the capital 
city of the province sew these 
creatures on the hats, jackets 
and pants worn by children to 
protect them from danger. But 
when China opened to the West 
and tourists began to visit, the 
women adapted their needle 
arts to create these small quilts 
for sale. They became more 

ambitious in the scale of their 
work and in their use of color, he 
noted. I observed that it would be 
wonderful if we could exhibit some 
of the children’s garments from 
which this particular quilt drew 
its inspiration.  The next time 
he went home to the Shaan Xi 
province, he said, he’d bring some 
back for us.

For folks in the neighborhood who 
fondly recall when this building 
was home to the Community 
Value Center—a thrift store 
that served the needs of ALL 
downtown residents in multiple 
ways—I would argue that this 
institution has a vital role to play 
as a different kind of community 
value center. This museum has 
the potential to be the place 
where community members 
see themselves—their cultures 
and their values—refl ected 
in the many textile traditions 
represented in the Museum’s 
collection, exhibitions, and 
programs.  

The second story that I’d like to 
share is not mine, but Curator 
Robin Treen’s. She likes to tell the 
story of a woman who came to see 
an exhibit of political quilts and 
who, after spending a considerable 
amount of time looking at 
the show, demanded of the 
receptionist to speak to the person 
in charge. Well, we all know what 
this usually means—that someone 
wants to vent their ire with the 
powers that be. Robin dutifully 
came out front and asked if she 
could be of help. She soon found 
herself barraged by the woman’s 
incredulous observation, “These 
are NOT quilts. This is ART. You 
have GOT to STOP calling them 
quilts.  These are ART!!!”
>> Page 7     
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Director’s Corner
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Cause-Related 
Marketing Benefits 
Museum

In 1983 American Express began 
a campaign to raise money for 
the restoration of the Statue 
of Liberty, making a one-cent 
donation every time someone used 
its charge card. Not only was the 
statue restored, but the company 
enjoyed a 45 percent growth in 
new card holders and card usage 
increased by 28 percent.1

The phenomenon became known 
as “Cause-Related Marketing”—
the practice of for-profi t 
companies supporting non-profi t 
organizations through promotion 
of a company’s product or service. 
The company builds loyalty and 
enhances its reputation; the non-
profi t diversifi es and augments 
its funding base. Between 1990 
and 1998, corporate investment in 
cause programs grew more than 
400 percent, demonstrating that 
the integration of social issues and 
business practices was not just a 
passing fad.2

According to marketing author 
Steven Van Yoder, “It’s a way 
to merge your profi t center with 
your passion center and build 

a business that mirrors your 
personal values, beliefs and 
integrity.”

Our own cause-driven corporate 
citizen is realtor and museum 
member Quincy Virgilio. Virgilio 
has pledged to the Museum a 
portion of the commission earned 
through the close of any real 
estate or mortgage transaction 
from a museum member or 
member referral. 

The idea came about through 
a conversation with his friend 
Sarabelle Hitchner, who also 
serves as the Museum’s treasurer. 
“What we’ve created is a long-term 
referral partnership program to 
support the museum’s ongoing 
operation and our shared mission 
of serving the community,” he 
said. “We have done other giving, 
but never in such an organized 
fashion. Through this kind of 
referral program I believe we can 
generate up to $100,000 a year for 
the museum.” 

Here’s how it works. For every 
museum supporter, or his or 
her referral, who buys, sells or 
refi nances with Virgilio’s team, 
The Mortgage Network and 
Realty World, California Property 

Network companies will donate 15 
percent of earned commission to 
the Museum.

Virgilio was inspired to support 
the Museum after attending an 
event last year. “I fell in love with 
the art and history surrounding 
quilts. It’s such an interesting 
medium. It fascinates me.” 

As one of a small number of 
realtors who are also Certifi ed 
Residential Specialists (CRS), 
Virgilio can help clients not 
only in Santa Clara County, but 
throughout California and even in 
other states through connections 
to other highly qualifi ed realtors. 
“Everybody knows someone who 
wants to buy, sell, or refi nance,” 
said Virgilio. “When you can work 
with someone community-minded, 
and make a valuable contribution 
through something you need to do 
anyway, everyone wins.”

For more information visit
www.qavirgilio.com or call 
408-947-3142.

1. The Foundation Center, http://fdncenter.org/
learn/faqs/html/cause_marketing.html 
2. “Cause Branding in the 21st Century,” Carol 
Cone, www.psaresearch.com

Director’s Corner
(from page 6)

In essence, the visitor had made 
the discovery that everyone on 
staff makes before they start to 
work here—namely that quilts 
and textiles constitute one of 
the richest and most expressive 
visual art design traditions in the 
world. Whether created to display 
on a bed, to adorn a body, or to 

make a statement on a gallery 
wall, art created in fi ber media 
is ubiquitous in people’s lives 
worldwide and tremendously 
powerful because it is so 
ubiquitous in the ways we express 
our individual and group identities 
and values.  

I invite and challenge you 
to join me in sharing these 
stories about our museum with 

others—to spread the word about 
this organization’s capacity to 
meaningfully serve not only 
quilt and textile artists—but the 
interests of art museum goers and 
of the broader Bay Area, national 
and international community we 
stand poised to engage and serve.



520 South First Street | San Jose, CA 95113

San Jose Mayor Ron Gonzales (center) prepares to cut the fabric ribbon over the front doors of our new facility, flanked 
left to right by Museum Board President Mary Turner Gilliland, Bruce Davis, executive director of Arts Council 
Silicon Valley, Master of Ceremonies and Mercury News columnist Leigh Weimers, Executive Director Jane Przybysz, 
Vice Mayor Cindy Chavez and Council Member Chuck Reed.
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